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· Kings River Runoff 
EAA Chapter 376 

· Visit us at 

www.EAA.cc 

· Submit articles, pho-
tos, etc. to: 

flybum@comcast.net 
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Tuesday February 22, 2011 

Location:  Yosemite Falls Cafe (Ashlan Ave,  West o f Fwy 99) 

Time:  6:00 PM Dinner 7:30 PM Meeting  

 Program 
Our guest speaker is Mary King.  Mary will be showi ng photos and telling sto-
ries from her first time ever experience attending Oshkosh Airventure in 
2010.   This is a fresh view like a kid on their fi rst trip to Disneyland kind 
of experience.  I think you will really enjoy this!   This is a good time for 
this presentation because it is time to be making y our plans to go this 
year.  

� � �

Pictured above is a E6B Intruder on display at the 100th Anniver-
sary of Naval Aviation Celebration at North Island Naval Air Station 
located on Coronado Island, San Diego California.  The event was 
attended by more than 70,000 people.   



I’d like to take a different approach with this article.  We have a boat load of activities that our chapter 
members are involved in.  I have written about those regular activities a lot in these articles and quite 
frankly I get tired of writing about the same things over and over.  I suppose I’ve done that because I am 
just so impressed about how active our chapter is.  I want to tell you more detail about the young people 
that are involved with us. 

 

We have been inviting interested youth to help us with our BBQ’s and Young Eagles rallies.  It looks like 
it is becoming regular that Karina Wolter is helping Wes Nelson get the equipment stored at his house 
ready for our luncheon.  You may remember Karina from previous articles.  She is the 17 year old who 
flew with us in 2010 as a Young Eagle and by Thanksgiving had acquired her private pilot’s license. 

 

Jack Knutson has had some e-mail correspondence with me over the past couple months.  He first flew 
with us as a Young Eagle a couple years ago and has only grown in his interest.  He came to our gen-
eral membership meeting in January specifically to hear John Durant on the subject of aviation history 
which by the way was captivating to the entire audience.  I asked this 13 year old young man to speak 
to our group with about 1.5 minutes notice about an aviation themed school project he is working on.  
He did a great job with that extemporaneous speech!  He has also volunteered to help at our events 
and started doing so with the February Young Eagles Rally.  I think you’ll be seeing more of him. 

 

Zach Hickman and Kyle Krikorian are regularly helping Shirley Boling and her 99’s club with taking 
photos of our Young Eagles at the aircraft and coordinating names with photos.  They are all members 
of our Google Group which is intended to help encourage Young Eagles with the free online ground 
school through Sporty’s Pilot Shop.  Zach and Kyle recently agreed to manage the setup and tear 
down of our BBQ lunch serving table as well.  They also provide training to kids and adults for the 
flight simulator at our Saturday events. 

 

Zach completed the ground school a while back and received the certificate for a free introductory 
flight lesson.  Rather than pursuing that he pressed forward to find a way to start pilot training.  He has 
acquired his pilot bag and associated gear via Christmas gifts and is ready to start training with Alan 
Memley.  Alan is devoted to help young people become pilots.  Alan worked with Bruce and Geneva 
McJunkin on the scholarship flight training package for Karina Wolter.  By the way, Geneva could use 
some fund raising help to pay off that bill.  The training for Zach is not a scholarship but Alan cut Zach 
a heck of a good deal. 
 

At our Young Eagles rally on February 12th we had two new Young Eagle pilots.  Greg Grouleff in his 
mid twenties flew Young Eagles in his beautiful Piper Cub.  His plane got a lot of attention from our 
other pilots.  Scott Chastain, a friend of Tim Cone and co-member of the Team RV which is the 
world’s largest air show team was also new to flying with us.  Scott and Tim put on a mini air-show for 
us with a couple of formation flights complete with smoke.   
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Several of the pilots swapped rides with each other and Geneva McJunkin got some air time with Dave 
Bonnar in his Piper Sport Plane.  As I understand it, Dave kind of pressed to make that happen… that’s 
a good thing!  A few of our pilots have done that for various event staff and that is really appreciated! 

 

The bulk of our Young Eagles that day were from Edison High School.  And I do mean “bulk” for one of 
these teens is a football player reporting in at 320 pounds.  Dan Yates and I looked up at this young 
man as he answered the question about his weight like it was no more significant than asking what he 
had for breakfast.  After running the numbers Dan was able say yes to Chris and William since it was 
just the two of them in Dan’s Cirrus.   

 

This was actually a school sponsored activity.  The staff from Edison coordinated the event, collected 
the permission forms, provided rides for the teens that needed them, paid for their lunch and are work-
ing with us on follow up.  I will be going out to Edison to guide their interested students to join our 
Google Group and get started with the free online ground school. 

 

Kyle Garrison is another young pilot in the making.  He flew his Cessna 140 tail dragger to Sierra Sky 
Park to check out our Young Eagles Rally.  Kyle is a student pilot.  He doesn’t have his license yet so 
he is not flying Young Eagles and can’t take passengers but he has been great to have around.  He 
joined us on a Sunday Dawn Patrol trip to Hollister and a couple of Dawn Patrol trips to Madera for the 
Valley Ultralights breakfast.  He displayed his plane at the Madera Air Show in 2010.  Kyle had a treat 
at this Young Eagles Rally with taking Greg and Tim in his plane since they were both tail wheel quali-
fied and could be pilot in command.   

 

So I’m kind of meandering with this article, I hope you enjoyed reading these little stories.  We are pri-
marily a club of aviation enthusiasts.  We do a lot of activities together in pursuit of that hobby that I 
have not written about in this article.  We are not primarily a youth organization but I do find that as-
pect more fun to write about.  If you enjoyed this subject matter then let me know. 

 

All my best to you and your family. 

 

Doug Betts 
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1000 x $10 Fund-Raising Campaign 

We kicked off our $10 per month fund-raising campaign on September 11, 2010 at our End O’ 
Summer Fly-In.  This is a different kind of fund-raising campaign in that we asking for a very afford-
able $10 per month donation.  Past fund-raising efforts have been for much larger amounts.  The 
people who donated in previous campaigns are recognized at  

http://www.eaa.cc/bsacdonationrecords.html. 

 

The idea behind this is that we want a broad base of grass roots support where people and com-
panies can enjoy supporting our work to help get youth excited about academics and achievement 
at a very affordable rate.  Did you catch that?  Even businesses, just $10 per month.  Will you be 
part of this adventure at $10 per month? 

 

If you want to join this effort please mail a check each month for $10 or send one check for $120 to 
cover a year or any variation you choose.  Make the check payable to EAA Chapter 376.  Write 
“BSAC $10/mo” on the memo line.  Each month we will publish the name you indicate on the 
check as donating to this campaign.  Please provide your contact information (including e-mail ad-
dress) if you are not a member of our chapter.  You can hand the check to a board member at any 
event or mail it to EAA Chapter 376, 4974 N Fresno St #343, Fresno CA 93726. 

January 2011 Donors:  
Rick Ransom 9/10 

Glennyce Cropper 9/10 
John Pugliese 9/10 

Phil Engelskirger 9/10 
Doug Betts 9/10 
Kathie McNamera 10/10 
Mark Chretien 10/10 
CVAA 10/10 
Theresa Bazacos 11/10 
Enoch Bennett 11/10 
Walter Rowe 11/10 
John O'Leary 11/10 
Richard White 11/10 
Nick Briscoe 11/10 
Jean-Marie Bonnar 11/10 
Richard Moors 11/10 

John Durant 11/10 

Charles Hudson 12/10 

Dan Yates 12/10 

John Krikorian 12/10 

Charles Touton 12/10 

Ed Lowder 12/10 
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Young Eagles—January 2011 
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  U.S. Naval Aviation 100 th Anniversary Celebration 

Naval Air Station, North Island 

Coronado, CA   (by Jim Pratt) 

�
�����On February 12, 2011, the 100th anniversary of Naval Aviation was celebrated at the historical 

home of Naval Aviation at the naval air station located at North Island, Coronado, California which is 

located on a peninsula adjacent to San Diego. 

 
History of NAS North Island (provided by the U.S. N avy)  

 

     North Island was commissioned a naval air station in 1917. The station, which was originally 

called the Naval Air Station, San Diego until 1955; was granted official recognition as the "Birthplace 

of Naval Aviation" by a resolution of the House Armed Services Committee on August 15, 1963. 

     The Navy's first aviator, Lieutenant Ellyson, and many of his colleagues were trained at North Is-
land starting in 1911. At that time, North Island was an uninhabited sand flat. It had been used in the 
late 19th century for horseback riding and hunting by guests of J. D. Spreckles' resort hotel, the now 
famous Hotel Del Coronado. 
     In 1914, then unknown aircraft builder, Glenn Martin, took off and demonstrated his pusher air-

craft over the island with a flight that included the first parachute jump in the San Diego area. The 

jump was made by a ninety-pound civilian woman named Tiny Broadwick. Other aviation milestones 

originating at North Island included the first seaplane flight in 1911, the first mid-air refueling and the 

first non-stop transcontinental flight, both in 1923. 

     Before the Air Station was commissioned, Glenn Curtiss also trained the first group of Japanese 

aviators at his flying school on the Island. Among them was a Lieutenant C. Yamada would later be-

come infamous as the head of Japan's Naval aviation forces in World War II. 

     In 1917, Congress appropriated the land and two airfields were commissioned on its sandy flats. 

The Navy started with a tent-covered compound known as "Camp Trouble". The Navy shared the 

island with the Army Signal Corps' Rockwell Field until 1937, when the Army left and the Navy ex-

panded its operations to cover the whole island. 

     One of history's most famous aviation feats was the flight of Charles A. Lindbergh from New York 

to Paris in May 1927. His aircraft, The Spirit of St. Louis, was built in San Diego, and his flight origi-

nated at North Island on May9, 1927, when he began the first leg of his transatlantic journey. 

     Forefathers of today's "Blue Angels", the three-plane "Sea Hawks" of VF-6B, the "Felix the Cat" 

squadron, were thrilling audiences with flight demonstrations as early as 1928. They demonstrated  
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the training skills of Navy fighter and bomber pilots and on many occasions, and even flew their air-

craft in formation with the wings tethered together.  The list of American military pilots trained at 

North Island reads like a Who's Who of aviation; however, America was not the only country inter-

ested in aviation early in the 20th century. 

     Even the base's first commanding officer, Lieutenant Commander Earl W. Spencer Jr., USN, 

added a degree of celebrity to North Island. His wife was Wallis Warfield, a prominent socialite who 

remarried twice, and become better known as Wallis Warfield Spencer Simpson Windsor, the late 

Duchess of Windsor, for whom King Edward of England gave up his throne in 1936. 
     In the early 1920s Naval Aviation took an important leap with the construction of the USS LANG-

LEY, the Navy’s first aircraft carrier. In 1924, LANGLEY, was home-ported at NAS San Diego, which 

began a continuous use of North Island as the home port for Pacific Fleet carriers, and North Island 

took on the duties of providing service and training to the personnel of these new components to the 

Fleet. 

     By 1935, North Island was home to all four of the Navy's carriers: the USS LANGLEY, USS LEX-

INGTON, USS SARATOGA and USS RANGER. 

     During the war, North Island was a major continental U.S. base supporting the operating forces in 

the Pacific. Those forces included over a dozen aircraft carriers, the Coast Guard, Army, Marines 

and Seabees. The City of Coronado became home to most of the aircraft factory workers and de-

pendents of the mammoth base, which was operating around the clock. 

     Major USO entertainment shows and bond drives were held weekly at the Ship's Service audito-

rium that was later replaced by the 1,600-seat Lowry Theater. Big Band singers and movie stars 

were stationed here during the war years. Stars like the Marx Bros and Bob Hope appeared regu-

larly at USO shows at the auditorium. 

     By 1948, the base moved into the jet age, when Fighter Squadron 52 (VF-52), based at North Is-

land was designated as the Navy’s first jet training squadron, flying the Lockheed TV-2 “Shooting 

Star” (Now called T-33). In 1950, the North Island-based aircraft carrier, USS VALLEY FORGE con-

ducted the first nighttime jet landing. 

     Many other significant events have occurred at North Island, including: 1967, the last Navy Sea-

plane departed NASNI; Aug. 1969, the Coronado Bay Bridge opened; Feb 1974, the first S-3 Viking 

Squadron stood up; Jan 1983, HSL-41 received the first SH-60B helicopter; Nov 1985, the first C-2 

Greyhound aircraft arrived at NASNI; and November 2001, when the USS NIMITZ, a nuclear-

powered aircraft carrier was homeported at NASNI.CNIC Support Center. 
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  The NAS North Island Air Show (100th Anniversary—Na val Aviation)  
 
     Having served in the U.S. Navy in Attack Squadron 93 aboard the U.S.S. Ranger with a home 
base at Lemoore Naval Air Station in California back in the sixties, I had the opportunity to visit North 
Island several times.  The first was when the Ranger deployed early and I missed the ship and had 
to catch a plane to Hawaii to intercept the ship.  Myself and 25 other sailors in the same boat (or not) 
were flown from NAS Alameda to NAS North Island and then on to Hawaii with an ultimate destina-
tion of the South China Sea.  The next couple of times were when the Ranger docked there for short 
periods of time.  Covering the 100th anniversary with a press pass has been a treat, bringing back 
old memories of an exciting time in my youth serving as an Aviation Electronics Technician in an 
aviation squadron. 
     The schedule for the air show was amazing.  Over 70 display aircraft on the ground, and a couple 

of solid hours of flybys of some 200 aircraft.  Not only that, but tours were being offered of three 

ships.  These were the U.S.S Peleliu, the U.S.S. Pinckney, and the aircraft carrier U.S.S John C. 

Stennis.  There was also a classic car show and motorcycle performances scheduled.  Also, LCAC 

boats demonstrated their abilities in the bay. 

     Aircraft on display and/or flown at the show included Naval and Marine aircraft primarily from the 

World War II, Korean War, Vietnam War, and the current wars in the Gulf and Afghanistan.  These 

included World War II trainers, Hellcat, Corsair, Avenger, Dauntless, B-17, Harpoon, B-25, Wildcat, 

Albatross, Bird Dog, T-28 Trojan, A-4 Skyhawk, Buckeye, numerous helicopters including Cobras 

and Hueys, Super Stallions, and Sea Knights, also F-18s, AV8-B Harrier, various transport aircraft, 

E6-B Prowler, S-3 Viking, MV-22 Osprey, and many more.  The final act was a massive flyover of 

some 40 aircraft from CVW-9 which including E2C, C-2, FA-18 Hornets and Super Hornets, and E-

6B Prowlers.  I assume that CVW-9 is Carrier Air Group 9 which happened to be the same CAG that 

I served in years ago.  That was a heart warmer. 

     The schedule provided for viewing the ground displays in the morning and the massive air show 
in the afternoon.  Friday, the day before the show, was Press Day.  I was unable to attend then so I 
had to deal with the crowd along with everyone else on Saturday.  The base is huge.  Looking at it 
from the San Diego side of the bay or even from the Coronado Bridge does not convey the immen-
sity of the place.  Cars were already pouring into the base at 8:00 AM and that continued even after 
the airshow was over.  Apparently, the Coronado Bridge was closed for a period of time due to traf-
fic.   The initial estimates of the number of people in attendance were put at 70,000 although it 
seemed like many more to me.  We (my family and I) had elected to walk from our motel near the 
Del Coronado to the base to avoid the traffic.  Big mistake.  It was miles to the gate and miles to the   
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air show center, the last mile spent standing in a line to go through security.  It was all worth it 

though, although next time I will do it differently (if I am alive for the next centennial 100 years from  

now.) 
     The flybys were incredibly well-coordinated.  I understand most of them launched out of NAS 

Miramar and their arrival times had to be precise to keep the continuity of the show.  The flights were 

done in chronological order, moving forward in history and time.   First the trainers from WWII, fol-

lowed by the fighters.  Then on to the Korean War era with the flyby of an FJ-4 Fury and a T-33B 

Shooting Star.  Vietnam Vintage aircraft followed with the Prowler, Hueys, Bird Dog, Cobra gun-

ships, and S-3 Vikings.  Then came the modern aircraft used in the Gulf War and Afghanistan.  

There was no time to get bored with this show.   It just doesn’t get any better than this. 

     One could not help thinking about all of the people who flew these aircraft during the wars and 

how many failed to return home, giving their lives for our freedoms.  So many of those men probably 

departed from San Diego and specifically, North Island, to fight in the Pacific theater, Korea, Viet-

nam, and the mid-East. I also thought about the dangers of carrier operations and how, even in 

peace time, people have given their lives protecting our freedoms.  When I see these young men 

and women on the base with their military bearing and professionalism it makes me realize that 

there is still hope for this country despite the problems we are currently having.  We owe a debt of 

gratitude to all of them. 

     I should mention that if you are ever in the San Diego area, be sure and visit the Air and Space 
Museum in Balboa Park and also visit the aircraft carrier Midway museum located at the pier in 
downtown San Diego.  The Midway is loaded with aircraft and the tour is extensive and well worth 
the time.  The volunteers working at the museum are mostly retired Navy personnel who know their 
stuff.  They are friendly and happy to answer all of your questions. 

Navy F-16s ???? 

No, these are Marine F-16s.  

They fly as adversaries to 

the Navy Squadrons dur-

ing training exercises.   
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����California Air Shows 2011 
 
 
04/30-01 Beale AFB Air Show, Marysville 
 
05/14-15 Planes of Fame Air Show – Chino 
 
05/20-22 Madera War Birds (Tentative, no sponsors yet) 
 
05/28-29 Hollister, Hollister Air Show 
 
06/11      Porterville Air Faire, Porterville, CA 
 
06/11       Merced/Atwater, Castle Airport Open House & Military Appreciation 
 
06/10-12 Golden West Regional Yuba County Airport CA 
 
07/06-10 Arlington Fly In, Arlington, WA 
 
07/25-31 EAA AirVenture 2011 Oshkosh, WI 
 
07/30-31 Travis AFB Air Show, Fairfield, CA 
  
08/19-21 Wings Over Wine Country Santa Rosa, CA 
 
09/02-04 Watsonville Air Show Watsonville, CA 
 
09/09-11 California Capital Air Show Sacramento, Mather Airport 
 
09/14-18 Reno Air Races Reno Stead NV 
 
09/24-25 California International Air Show, Salinas, CA 
 
10/01-02 MCAS Miramar Air Show San Diego CA 
 
10/07-09 San Francisco Fleet Week San Francisco CA 
 
10/15-16 Lemoore Airshow, NAS Lemoore 
 
11/12-13 Nellis AFB Air Show, Las Vegas NV 
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Dear Friend and Neighbors, 

As many of you know, I recently purchased the Halencak residence located at 4220 W. Kelly Ave. 
Fresno, Ca.  The House and Hangar are located in the Sierra Skypark "Fly-IN" subdivision in northwest 
Fresno, Ca.  As a builder for 39 years, I have personally remodeled and upgraded this house for a "turn 
key" operation.  Among some of the upgrades are: new paint, new light fixtures, ceiling fans, new lami-
nate floors, & new carpet throughout. Several new closets and doors were added.  

Previous owners added new Hunter Douglas  Plantation Shutters throughout house, new storage shed, 
new landscaping, brick walkways, raised brick 

planters and beautiful 12'x82' (approx.) RV or Boat side yard storage.   The 

Hangar and 3 Car Garage are one of the biggest and nicest in Sierra Skypark, (approx. 84'x36'). Hangar 
is heated, cooled, and concrete floors are beautifully stained. 

Please click on the attachment to view this beautiful residence.  Feel free to send this e-mail on to any 
friends or contacts you may think would be interested in this home.  

  

Regards, Phil Engelskirger 

  

SPECS: 

4220 W. KELLY, FRESNO, CA. 93722 

HOUSE  2,445    SQ FT 

HANGAR  2,817   SQ FT 

3 BEDROOMS 

2 BATHS 

RV OR BOAT SIDE YARD STORAGE APPROX. 82'X12' 

LAUNDRY, CRAFT, OFFICE RM,  13'X19' 

TWO SPLIT SYSTEM AC & HEATING UNITS 

LOT SIZE  18,286 SQ FT 

  

PRICE   $ 499,000. 

  

PLEASE CONTACT: 

  

PHIL ENGELSKIRGER AT: 

CELL  559-269-3280 

E-mail  engel4@comcast.net 

Video available by e-mail. �
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For sale: 1973 Citabria 7ECA partnership.  Kevin an d Alan are looking for two  

more partners for a total of four.  This plane has 1000 hrs since factory  

remanufacture, 1995 recovered.  King radio.  Apprx $9000 per partner.  To be  

based at Chandler.  Will assist with tail wheel end orsement. 

Allen White 559-227-7969 

Kevin Krauter 559-903-4540 
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President  
Doug Betts  
(559) 289-8000 
doug@dougbetts.com 
272 S. Blosser Ave. 
Fresno, CA 93706 
 
Vice President  
Ralph Eaves 
(559) 439-3877 
reavesQ60@sbcglobal.net 
 
Secretary  
Geneva McJunkin 
(559) 824-9284 
gr7434@att.com 
 
Treasurer  
Walter Rowe 
(559) 297-1641 
wbrowe@sbcglobal.net 
 
Immediate Past President  
Ralph Eaves 
(559) 439-3877 
reavesQ60@sbcglobal.net 
  
Directors  
Jim Pratt 
(559) 435-4742 
flybum@comcast.net 
 
Jean-Marie Bonnar 
jbonnar@comcast.net  

(559)298-4270 

     

Mark Holmes 
rodgauges@aol.com 
(559) 708 6371 
  
Mark Chretien 
dragonpilot2000@yahoo.com 
(559) 227-5056 
 
Erik Hermansen 
(559) 432-7926 
Mooneyman1@comcast.net 
 
Tim Sowell  
(559) 761-4317 
Moonwalker27tim 
@hotmail.com 
 
Newsletter Editor:  
Jim Pratt 
flybum@comcast.net 
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For Sale 

1958 Cessna 172 $35,000 
Six cyl. Cont. 145 hp O-300, 1400 SMOH 

New upholstery, One pc. Windshield, Custom wing tip s 

Encoder TXP, intercom, ADF, 1 NavCom, 1 Com 

STC Mogas, Logs Available, No Damage History  

Marge Jauron 559-439-4900 

Next General Meeting  
Tuesday,  February 22, 2010 
Location:  Yosemite Falls Cafe (Ashlan & 99) 
Time:  Dinner 6:00 PM  Meeting 7:30 PM  

Next Board Meeting  

Tuesday, March 1, 2010 7:30 PM 

Marc Holmes House (2 houses to the 
west of Wes Nelson) 

Next Barbeque Luncheon  
Sierra Skypark  
March 12, 2011 

  12:00 Noon  
Bring desserts, volunteer to help 

Dawn Patrol Fly-Out Planning 
Luncheon  

Every Wednesday at 12:00 pm 
Meet at  Yosemite Falls Café, Black-
stone just north of Shaw, west side.   

Dawn Patrol Flyout  

Every Saturday Morning 0730 (location 
posted on www.eaa.cc each Thurs.) 
Email notification is also sent out 
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  Submit Articles and photos to: 

   flybum@comcast.net 

We need someone to cover the  
Saturday morning Dawn Patrol  
missions.  Send an article with your 
photos.       

 

Future Young Eagles Rallies:  

Young Eagles Rallies  Mar 12, Apr 

9, May 14, Jun 11, Oct 8 


