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· Kings River Runoff 
EAA Chapter 376 

· Visit us at 

www.EAA.cc 

· Submit articles, pho-
tos, etc. to: 

flybum@comcast.net 
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Tuesday January  25, 2011 

Location:  Yosemite Falls Cafe (Ashlan Ave,  West o f Fwy 99) 

Time:  6:00 PM Dinner 7:30 PM Meeting  

 Program 
Our guest speaker is John Durant.  John taught aviation history at the air academy / 
aviation charter high school at Flabob Airport in Riverside.  John plans to introduce 
topics of aviation history and ask the audience to contribute any information, anec-
dote, experience, or useful trivia about the subject to instigate lively discussion. 

� � �

Pictured above is a U.S. Army Air Force C-47 which was the type 
used to during the Berlin Airlift back in 1947 and was also used dur-
ing D-Day.  John Durant, our guest speaker for this  month, partici-
pated in the Berlin airlift. 



 
Greetings members and friends of EAA Chapter #376.  Well this was a nothing burger of a month for 
our activities.  Even so we still had Wednesday lunches, a board meeting, a second Saturday BBQ with 
a lot of visitors and an aviation movie day hosted by Marc Holmes.  We did not have a General Mem-
bership meeting in December, no Young Eagles Rally and no Dawn Patrols in January due to weather. 
 
This month our guest speaker will be John Durant fielding a discussion of the history of aviation.  John 
put together a high school course awhile back on the subject of aviation history and has a lot of mate-
rial.  He plans to use his material to trigger discussion among our members many of whom could teach 
the subject themselves and many like me who will provide the novice questions. 
 
The Board of Directors has a question to put to the membership this month about the hangar project.  I 
am providing some background information in this article which I hope will help us navigate the question 
without letting it drag out too much. 
 
The question briefly stated is should we construct the foundation of the back retaining wall and get an 
inspection in order to protect our building permit?  There is a pressing need to answer this.  Our building 
permit was issued on April 23, 2009.  If we do not have an approved inspection performed and turned in 
by the two year anniversary then our permit expires and we have to re-apply which triggers a lot of ex-
tra expenses. 
 
I met with the planning department last week to confirm our options and here is what they told me. 
 
Option 1 - Cancel the current permit: 
If we cancel our building permit before any inspection is performed we can be refunded a substantial 
portion of the fees we have paid.  This could amount to a few thousand dollars.  We then would be 
faced with terminating the project which involves some specific limitations due to our 501c3 status or 
initiating a new building plan. 
 
Option 2 – Begin construction to extend the permit: 
We can build the foundation of the retaining wall and have it inspected in order to extend the permit 
another 180 days.  This could cost up to a few thousand dollars.  Cost information is currently being 
gathered in preparation for our meeting.  We need to have a motion, second and passing vote in order 
to do this because our General Membership passed a motion a few months ago restricting further ex-
penses until our occupancy limit issue is resolved. 
 
About the occupancy limit issue: 
We have been hard at work trying to resolve the occupancy limit issue.  Our approved building plan 
limits the occupancy of this 6000 sq ft hangar to 14 people.  The reason for the low limit is that we are 
required to provide enough parking on the property to accommodate the number of people in the 
building.  Because of this low number we would not be able to have general membership meetings in the 
building.  Our membership voted to not proceed with construction until this is resolved.  There was a time when 
we were proceeding even with this limit because the building would still have some usefulness. 
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We have considered many options including the following to resolve the occupancy limit.  Sell this build-
ing and build elsewhere.  Build a smaller building so more parking can be accommodated.  Get a zoning 
variance.  Accept the low limit and abide by it.  Negotiate a parking management plan.  Lobby politicians 
for help.  Acquire an occasional use permit to exceed the limit.  Buy the adjoining property and turn it 
into a parking lot.  Find a helpful provision in the California Airport Land Use Planning Handbook.  Find 
a helpful provision in the Sierra Sky Park Covenants, Conditions and Restrictions (CC&R’s) document.  
Find a big money donor who can buy our way out of the problem.  Hire a project lobbyist to help us.  
Hold the meetings in violation of the limit and hope we don’t get caught. 

 

Most of these options are still on the table.  All these options have significant potential downside and 
upside.  It is a frustrating experience for most of the players involved and for our chapter.  On the bright 
side, I am really proud of everyone involved for the dedication and camaraderie they show in navigating 
this project. 

 

I hope you will come to the meeting on January 25 to be part of this decision.  I intend to keep the con-
versation on point and deal with the issue as efficiently as we can.  It is important to keep our focus on 
our passion for aviation which means giving as much time as we can to John’s presentation about avia-
tion history. 

 

All my best to you and your family. 

 

Doug Betts 
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We kicked off our $10 per month fund-raising campaign on September 11, 2010 at our End O’ Summer Fly-
In.  This is a different kind of fund-raising campaign in that we asking for a very affordable $10 per month 
donation.  Past fund-raising efforts have been for much larger amounts.  The people who donated in previ-
ous campaigns are recognized at http://www.eaa.cc/bsacdonationrecords.html. 
 
The idea behind this is that we want a broad base of grass roots support where people and companies can 
enjoy supporting our work to help get youth excited about academics and achievement at a very affordable 
rate.  Did you catch that?  Even businesses, just $10 per month.  Will you be part of this adventure at $10 
per month? 
 
If you want to join this effort please mail a check each month for $10 or send one check for $120 to cover a 
year or any variation you choose.  Make the check payable to EAA Chapter 376.  Write “BSAC $10/mo” on 
the memo line.  Each month we will publish the name you indicate on the check as donating to this cam-
paign.  Please provide your contact information (including e-mail address) if you are not a member of our 
chapter.  You can hand the check to a board member at any event or mail it to EAA Chapter 376, 4974 N 
Fresno St #343, Fresno CA 93726. 
 
December 2010 Donors:  
Rick Ransom 9/10 

Glennyce Cropper 9/10 
John Pugliese 9/10 

Phil Engelskirger 9/10 
Doug Betts 9/10 
Kathie McNamera 10/10 
Mark Chretien 10/10 
CVAA 10/10 
Theresa Bazacos 11/10 
Enoch Bennett 11/10 
Walter Rowe 11/10 
John O'Leary 11/10 
Richard White 11/10 
Nick Briscoe 11/10 
Jean-Marie Bonnar 11/10 
Richard Moors 11/10 

Charles Hudson 12/10 

Dan Yates 12/10 

John Krikorian 12/10 

Charles Touton 12/10 

Ed Lowder 12/10 

 

Thank you! 
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 Air Show Season is Coming 
Jim Pratt 

This month is a tough one for the newsletter.  Not much has happened since the last edition.  No 

Dawn Patrol missions, no Young Eagle flights, no air shows, no general meeting.  Oh my gosh, what 

will we do?  It strikes me as being strange that we had great weather in the fall and early winter with 

virtually no fog or rain and then the minute I get my medical cleared and can fly, along comes the 

rain, then the fog rolls in to keep us grounded.  It is unfair, I tell you!  Okay, so we all needed a little 

break and we now have a new year to look forward to with all that it entails, so all of you hibernating 

pilots (including myself) need to wake up and start flying.   

Now the question is where are we going to fly to?  The obvious answer is to the five or six destina-

tions that we have always flown to for breakfast.  But in addition, how about hitting a few air shows 

to spice things up a bit?  Let’s take a look at some of the events coming up this year that offer a lot 

of entertainment for wanna-be fighter pilots: 

100th Anniversary of Naval Aviation, North Island, San D iego  February 12, 2011 

This is a once in a lifetime event that promises to be very interesting.  Naval aviation started in San 

Diego 100 years ago.   It started like this:  On February 17, 1911, inventor and aviation pioneer 

Glenn Curtiss taxied his seaplane to the battleship USS PENNSYLVANIA anchored in San Diego 

Bay. A boat hoisted the "hydroaeroplane" aboard the ship. Later, it was lowered to the water and 

Curtiss returned to North Island. This historic event, more than any other, prompted the Secretary of 

the Navy's decision to purchase the Navy's first aircraft. (quote from anniversary flyer).  The event 

will take place on Coronado Island so you will probably have to land at one of the other airports and 

rent a car to get there.  Check this link for additional information.  http://mwrtoday.com/cona/  Also 

see the flyer in this newsletter.   
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 Planes of Fame Air Show – Chino Air Museum, Chino,  CA May 14-15, 2011 

This is the annual air show at Chino Airport hosted by the Chino Air Museum.  What is great about 

this event is that it is an opportunity to see the air museum as well as a great airshow.  The museum 

is huge and they seem to have just about any airplane that you can imagine there.  You might find it 

a bit empty on air show day because they will be flying a good number of the aircraft that are nor-

mally on display there.  That’s okay though because there is still plenty to see and I would rather see 

the planes flying anyhow.   

The museum is a short walk from the flight line.  Plan on heading that way if things slow down during 

the afternoon.   

The theme for this year’s air show will be “100 Years of Naval Aviation”, which makes sense for the 

museum, even though that is the same theme as the North Island show.  Here is the link to the mu-

seum and air show information: http://www.planesoffame.org/index.php?page=chino-air-show 
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Gathering of the Warbirds – Madera California (Tent ative) 5/20-5/22/2011 

The bad news for this event is that the people who did a wonderful job of sponsoring this air show last year 

are not able to do it again this year primarily due to the economy.  Joe Conway is working very hard to find 

enough sponsors to finance the show, but there is a possibility that it may not happen.  We are all hoping for 

the best and looking for ideas to get sponsors.  Last year it was a wonderful show just like the old Gathering 

of the Warbirds from years past.  It would be a shame if it could not be held again.  If it were a problem of 

man power, I am sure that our chapter could field enough volunteers, but it also takes money, lots of money, 

to fuel the warbirds and to pay for performers.  Stay tuned for the latest on this.   
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Golden West Fly In – Marysville  June 10-12, 2011 

This is the event that our chapter helped start several years ago at Castle Airport in Merced.  After a 

couple of years there, a couple of years at Sacramento Exec, it was moved to its current location at 

Yuba County Airport in Marysville.  It seems to be a very good location and the event is growing 

each year.  There are a lot of EAAers who fly into this show and the airport is large enough to ac-

commodate the crowd.  At one time, it was hoped that this would become the “west coast Oshkosh” 

but it has a ways to go before it compares to AirVenture.  They do have seminars on aircraft con-

struction, lots of vendors, and lots of display aircraft.  This show is a must see on my list.  The good 

news is that you can fly in and camp with your plane.  Several of our chapter members attend this 

show on a regular basis.   

The sport aircraft vendors are plentiful and are willing to demo their planes.  If you are interested in 

this aspect of aviation you should attend this event.  There are also plenty of warbirds and kit built 

aircraft to look at.  The warbirds put on aerial demonstrations and the thing I like about this airport is 

that you are close to the runways, making for good photography.   
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 EAA AirVenture 2011 Oshkosh, WI   07/25-31, 2011 
  
If you have not been to Oshkosh, you really need to make plans to go.  Anyone who has been there 
will tell you this is the grandest event of all times and the only way things could be better is if you 
died and went to heaven.  No kidding, there is something there for every pilot and every aviation 
buff.  Many of our chapter members have flown their own planes to Oshkosh.  I had the 
pleasure of doing that with my former Mooney partner Erik Hermansen and his wife Anne.  The trip 

itself is a real adventure and you will run to every challenge in the book in getting there.  Foul 

weather, turbulence, poor visibility, good weather, good visibility, smooth air,…..it’s all there when 

you fly from California to Oshkosh.  Of course, if you want to sit back and relax, you can travel com-

mercial and fly into Chicago or Milwaukee.  One thing is for sure, if you want to get a room close to 

AirVenture you have to book way early, else you will end up like I did last year, staying in Milwaukee 

and driving 90 miles each day to the show.  Even that is worth doing.  It is actually a pleasant drive 

and the countryside is green and beautiful.  Plan on staying for at least three days.  Anything short of 

that and you will not see everything.  Even three days is not enough, but I find myself tired, with in-

formation overload and ready to go home after three days.    
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Reno Championship Air Races, Reno, Nevada  Septembe r 14-18, 2011 

For all of you wannabe fighter pilots this is the place to go.  I had the opportunity to go with a press 

pass this year which allowed me to be at some of the pylons during the races.  That is an extra thrill, 

but even without that, there is lots to see at Reno.  You cannot fly into Stead Airport during the race 

days.  You have to fly into Reno’s main airport and you might even need to make reservations to do 

that.  The alternative is to drive to Reno, which is a fun thing to do.  The main race days are Thurs-

day through Sunday.  The Gold Races are on Sunday.  Reno is not just about racing.  They also 

have a great air show and a ground display of mostly military aircraft.  You can buy a pit pass and 

walk around the racers and their pit crews.   

The city of Reno books solid for race week, so if you want to go, make your reservations several 

months in advance.  You might get lucky and get a room on short notice, but you will probably pay a 

premium.  You can also book a room in Carson City at late dates and it is a nice drive from there to 

Stead, but you have to get up earlier.   
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����California Air Shows 2011 
 
02/12      USN 100th Anniversary Air Show, Coronado, CA 
 
04/30-01 Beale AFB Air Show, Marysville 
 
05/14-15 Planes of Fame Air Show – Chino 
 
05/20-22 Madera War Birds (Tentative, no sponsors yet) 
 
05/28-29 Hollister, Hollister Air Show 
 
06/11      Porterville Air Faire, Porterville, CA 
 
06/11       Merced/Atwater, Castle Airport Open House & Military Appreciation 
 
06/10-12 Golden West Regional Yuba County Airport CA 
 
07/06-10 Arlington Fly In, Arlington, WA 
 
07/25-31 EAA AirVenture 2011 Oshkosh, WI 
 
07/30-31 Travis AFB Air Show, Fairfield, CA 
  
08/19-21 Wings Over Wine Country Santa Rosa, CA 
 
09/02-04 Watsonville Air Show Watsonville, CA 
 
09/09-11 California Capital Air Show Sacramento, Mather Airport 
 
09/14-18 Reno Air Races Reno Stead NV 
 
09/24-25 California International Air Show, Salinas, CA 
 
10/01-02 MCAS Miramar Air Show San Diego CA 
 
10/07-09 San Francisco Fleet Week San Francisco CA 
 
10/15-16 Lemoore Airshow, NAS Lemoore 
 
11/12-13 Nellis AFB Air Show, Las Vegas NV 
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Dear Friend and Neighbors, 

As many of you know, I recently purchased the Halencak residence located at 4220 W. Kelly Ave. 
Fresno, Ca.  The House and Hangar are located in the Sierra Skypark "Fly-IN" subdivision in northwest 
Fresno, Ca.  As a builder for 39 years, I have personally remodeled and upgraded this house for a "turn 
key" operation.  Among some of the upgrades are: new paint, new light fixtures, ceiling fans, new lami-
nate floors, & new carpet throughout. Several new closets and doors were added.  

Previous owners added new Hunter Douglas  Plantation Shutters throughout house, new storage shed, 
new landscaping, brick walkways, raised brick 

planters and beautiful 12'x82' (approx.) RV or Boat side yard storage.   The 

Hangar and 3 Car Garage are one of the biggest and nicest in Sierra Skypark, (approx. 84'x36'). Hangar 
is heated, cooled, and concrete floors are beautifully stained. 

Please click on the attachment to view this beautiful residence.  Feel free to send this e-mail on to any 
friends or contacts you may think would be interested in this home.  

  

Regards, Phil Engelskirger 

  

SPECS: 

4220 W. KELLY, FRESNO, CA. 93722 

HOUSE  2,445    SQ FT 

HANGAR  2,817   SQ FT 

3 BEDROOMS 

2 BATHS 

RV OR BOAT SIDE YARD STORAGE APPROX. 82'X12' 

LAUNDRY, CRAFT, OFFICE RM,  13'X19' 

TWO SPLIT SYSTEM AC & HEATING UNITS 

LOT SIZE  18,286 SQ FT 

  

PRICE   $ 499,000. 

  

PLEASE CONTACT: 

  

PHIL ENGELSKIRGER AT: 

CELL  559-269-3280 

E-mail  engel4@comcast.net 

Video available by e-mail. �
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For sale: 1973 Citabria 7ECA partnership.  Kevin an d Alan are looking for two  

more partners for a total of four.  This plane has 1000 hrs since factory  

remanufacture, 1995 recovered.  King radio.  Apprx $9000 per partner.  To be  

based at Chandler.  Will assist with tail wheel end orsement. 

Allen White 559-227-7969 

Kevin Krauter 559-903-4540 
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President  
Doug Betts  
(559) 289-8000 
doug@dougbetts.com 
272 S. Blosser Ave. 
Fresno, CA 93706 
 
Vice President  
Ralph Eaves 
439-3877 
reavesQ60@sbcglobal.net 
 
Secretary  
Geneva McJunkin 
(559) 824-9284 
gr7434@att.com 
 
Treasurer  
Walter Rowe 
(559) 297-1641 
wbrowe@sbcglobal.net 
 
Immediate Past President  
Ralph Eaves 
(559) 439-3877 
reavesQ60@sbcglobal.net 
  
Directors  
Jim Pratt 
(559) 435-4742 
flybum@comcast.net 
 
Jean-Marie Bonnar 
jbonnar@comcast.net  

(559)298-4270     

Mark Holmes 
rodgauges@aol.com 
559 708 6371 
  
John Symons 
(559) 675-1468 
Johnandvi@comcast.net 
 
Erik Hermansen 
(559) 432-7926 
Mooneyman1@comcast.net 
 
Tim Sowell  
(559)761-
4317Moonwalker27tim 
@hotmail.com 
 
Newsletter Editor:  
Jim Pratt 
flybum@comcast.net 
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For Sale 

1958 Cessna 172 $35,000 
Six cyl. Cont. 145 hp O-300, 1400 SMOH 

New upholstery, One pc. Windshield, Custom wing tip s 

Encoder TXP, intercom, ADF, 1 NavCom, 1 Com 

STC Mogas, Logs Available, No Damage History  

Marge Jauron 559-439-4900 

Next General Meeting  
Tuesday,  January 25, 2010 
Location:  Yosemite Falls Cafe (Ashlan & 99) 
Time:  Dinner 6:00 PM  Meeting 7:30 PM  

Next Board Meeting  

Tuesday, February 1, 2010 7:30 PM 

Marc Holmes House (2 houses to the 
west of Wes Nelson) 

Next Barbeque Luncheon  
Sierra Skypark  

February 12, 2011 
  12:00 Noon  

Bring desserts, volunteer to help 

Dawn Patrol Fly-Out Planning 
Luncheon  

Every Wednesday at 12:00 pm 
Meet at  Yosemite Falls Café, Black-
stone just north of Shaw, west side.   

Dawn Patrol Flyout  

Every Saturday Morning 0730 (location 
posted on www.eaa.cc each Thurs.) 
Email notification is also sent out 
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  Submit Articles and photos to: 

   flybum@comcast.net 

We need someone to cover the  
Saturday morning Dawn Patrol  
missions.  Send an article with your 
photos.       

 

Future Young Eagles Rallies:  

Young Eagles Rallies  Feb 12, Mar 

12, Apr 9, May 14, Jun 11, Oct 8 


