
� � � � � � � � 	 � 
 � � � � � � � 
 � � � � � � � � � � �


 � � 
 � � � � � 
 � �

 � � � � � �

� � � � 
 � � � � � � �
� � � � � � �

� �

� 
 
 � � � � � � � � �
� � � � �

��

� 
 � � � � 
 � � � � � ���

� 
 � � � � � � � ���

� � 
 � � � � � � � � �
� 
 � � � � � � � � � � �

���

��
��
 
���� ���

� � � � � 
 � 
 �  � �

· Kings River Runoff 
EAA Chapter 376 

· Visit us at 

www.EAA.cc 

· Submit articles, pho-
tos, etc. to: 

flybum@comcast.net 
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Tuesday August 31, 2010 

Location:  Yosemite Falls Cafe (Ashlan Ave,  West o f Fwy 99) 

Time:  6:00 PM Dinner 7:30 PM Meeting  

Important! 
 Those who attended Oshkosh will talk about their ex perience and a slide show 
will be included.  There will also be important dis cussion regarding the hangar 
project.  Construction of the retaining wall and fu nding of the project will be the 

two main topics.   
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Time for the End O’ Summer Fly-In at Sierra Skypark !  Come on out for the 
great dinner on Friday night and the breakfast and barbeque lunch on Satur-
day.  Aircraft will be judged and awards given Satu rday.  Door Prizes!   

September 10-11.   (Bring door prizes and desserts!)   



   

 President’s Corner: 

 

We did not have a General Membership meeting in July.  We traditionally take that month off due to likely heat, 
vacations, AirVenture, etc.  So I can’t give you a report on that except to say that I enjoyed the break! 
 
Dawn Patrols continued of course.  July 24 we ventured to Woodlake.  We filled three tables on the outside 
porch.  Unfortunately Tim Sowell and I were both negligent with our cameras.  Joseph Oldham showed up with 
the orange single seat VW powered Funkist.  Tim provided pictures of some of the planes and some in-flight 
scenery. 
 
Bakersfield was our destination on July 31.  You should find some pictures of this trip in these pages.  Mark Chre-
tien and Tim Sowell flew with me.  We had breakfast with Bill Darnell and Pat Brietigam.  Bill and Pat’s RV-8’s are 
pictured.  They can easily fly circles around me but I did beat them to Bakersfield!  I may have taken off before 
they got out of bed to do that, but oh well.  We had a guest appearance of a fox on the tarmac.  John Harmon set 
his dog off chasing the fox.  Most the people in the restaurant watched in amusement. 
 
Dawn Patrol went to Woodlake on August 7 and Los Banos on August 21st.  I did not get to go on either of 
those.  We’ve got some pictures of the Porterville trip on August 14th.  My passengers in the pictures are Raj 
Sungu and Ed Lowder.  They both served as my auto-pilot for most of their respective legs.  Ed is an experi-
enced pilot and has flown with me before.  Raj volunteered that he wanted back seat for the flight to Porter-
ville since it was his first time in a small airplane.  Ed and I prepared him for the likelihood that he would not 
be as steady on the controls for the trip back as Ed was however he did really, really good!  He had a light 
grip on the yoke, held straight and level, made some turns, climbed and descended like he knew what he was 
doing.  We continued talking airplanes on the tarmac so long after breakfast that someone pointed out that we 
would miss lunch back at Sky Park if we did not get going. 
 
The Second Saturday Barbeque on August 14th was well attended due to some great weather.  Mark Chretien 
donated five cool knives for the 50/50 raffle, thank you to Mark! These were large new boxed, hunting, carv-
ing, and utility knives.  Ralph and Martha Eaves’ granddaughter Sydney selected the winning tickets for the 
knives and the cash. 
 
Our weekly Wednesday lunches at Yosemite Falls Café are always enjoyable.  They usually vary from 8 to 20 
people.  We co-hosted another CFI Workshop on August 27th.  I continue to meet with the CFI group at Mem-
ley aviation on each Friday.  I am participating in several education related community service groups as a 
representative of the Bill Smilie Aviation Center which is building awareness of our project and services in the 
community. 
 
We are planning to discuss several issues about our hangar project at this month’s General Membership 
meeting.  I am hoping for a good turn out for this.  If you feel that you are out of touch with the project this 
should help you get caught up.  We, the board are seeking some input for a few specific concerns.  So we 
encourage everyone to attend regardless of whether you have strong opinions or are willing to just go along 
with the crowd. 

Hope to see you soon.  All my best to you and your family! 

Doug Betts 
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Woodlake Dawn Patrol 

Pictures—Doug Betts and Tim Sowell 
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 By Jim Pratt 

Background 
The Experimental Aircraft Association's Fly-In Convention held its first event in September 1953 as part 
of the Milwaukee Wisconsin Air Pageant.  The attendance was very small.  The organization moved to 
Rockford Illinois.  It stayed there for ten years but rapid growth of the EAA dictated a move to Oshkosh 
where it has since grown to be one of the largest air events held in the world.  In fact, Oshkosh’s Whitt-
man Airport becomes the busiest airport in the world during the week of the event.  The Oshkosh Airport 
was chosen because it was a suitable site that would allow for rapid expansion.  Luckily, that location has 
proved to be ample for what has happened since and the EAA continues to thrive there.   
According to EAA,  “EAA AirVenture Oshkosh (as of 1998, the new name for the Fly-In Convention) now 
serves as one of the world's premier aviation events, attracting top government officials, corporate lead-
ers and hundreds of thousands of aviation enthusiasts. It spans the entire spectrum of aviation and at-
tracts 10,000 airplanes each year. The more than 500,000 aviation enthusiasts who attend the event an-
nually supply the local and state economies with more than a $110-million boost during the week-long 
event.”  A word to the wise.  If you plan to go to Oshkosh book your hotel at least 6 months or more in 
advance.  I waited and ended up staying in Milwaukee, 90 miles away, driving in every morning.  Al-
though the drive is scenic it also eats up 3 hours of time every day.   
 

Airport Layout – This Place is Big!!! 
Whittman Field is a very large facility.  AirVenture 2010 occupied the entire west side of the field and ran 
from the very north end to the very south end of that side.  Further west, toward Highway 41, was auto-
mobile parking, and then the EAA museum and Pioneer Airport were  located even further west almost at 
the freeway.  The airport grounds are neat and well kept.  Walking from the flight line to the museum is 
like walking through a park.  One of the things I discovered years ago is that you cannot see everything 
there is to see in one or two days.  This time, I stayed for three days and still had things I wanted to 
spend more time on.  Good friends of mine, Perry and Sandy Gardner, have attended for the last thirty 
two years in a row and they normally stay for the whole week, flying to the show from Connecticut in a 
Mooney. 
     This year, very heavy rains hit the area the weekend prior to the opening of the event.  Grass fields 
used for camping, aircraft parking, and auto parking became soggy and in some cases very muddy.  
Many areas were essentially unusable and a lot of aircraft traffic had to be redirected to other airports in 
the area.  Each morning, I drove by the Fond du Lac Airport and could see hundreds of aircraft parked 
there.  The volunteers at the event deserve a lot of credit for working very hard to open up as much 
space as they could, but some areas were just unusable. Despite that, the fly-in went on without a notice-
able hitch and performances came off as scheduled.   
     Starting at the northwest end of the EAA side of the airport, there are camp grounds and visiting air-
craft parking.  Very little of that area was usable this year except for the Orange and Red parking lots.   
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The warbird area was located on the very north end 
of the field running up to Runway 9/27.  The next 
area south of that was the Homebuilt Area including 
the aircraft parking, learning centers, forum tents, 
and workshops.  Next to that, going south was the 
Aeroshell square where the large military and trans-
port aircraft were parked.  West of that were the 
Light Sport Aircraft displays, exhibit halls, and the 
main gate.  Then, to the south, came the Vintage 
Aircraft and at the far end the Ultralight and Ro-
tocraft Areas.   
 

This Year’s Theme 
The theme for this year’s AirVenture was a Salute to 
Veteran’s.  The daily airshows were planned around 
that, a parade was held with all willing veterans 
marching, and all veteran’s were given a free hat 
with appropriate logos.  Many thanks to EAA for 
that.   
 

Monday, Day One – Light Sport, Helicopter, Air 
Show and More 
On the first day, I registered at the press booth and 
then entered through the main gate and immediately 
encountered the Light Sport Aircraft Section.  In ex-
ploring that area, I came to realize that there are a 
large number of companies competing for the LSA 
market.    
One of the CTLS models was on floats.  Flight De-
sign claims that it has delivered more than 1,400 
aircraft to customers worldwide.  The engine is Ro-
tax 912 ULS, 100 HP @ 5800 rpm, 2.000 hrs. TBO,  
It burns either 100 LL avgas, or auto fuel.  The 
maximum cruise speed appears to be 115 knots.  
The Flight Design MC is a metal aircraft rather than 
composite like the CTLS.  The design is similar 
other than that.  Prices are somewhere in the 
$130,000-140,000 range.   
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The Van’s RV-12 is sure to be a big hit as most Van’s 
aircraft are. It is powered by a Rotax 912ULS 100 hp 
engine.  Extended real world experience has shown it to 
be durable, reliable, and economical. It can use either 
unleaded autogas or 100LL.  The RV-12 is equipped 
with a new ground-adjustable Sensenich composite 
propeller — light, smooth and affordable. The low 
empty weight allows a generous useful load — two 210 
lb people, 20 gallons of fuel and 50 lbs of baggage — 
something rare in the Light Sport Category.  Top speed 
is listed at 135 mph, Cruise is 131 mph, and stall is 47 
mph.  Estimated cost to complete is $61,000 including 
engine and avionics.   
 
The Aerotrek Light Sport offers several models.  The 
aircraft are factory built with a price of $67,950.  They 
are manufactured by Aeropro CZ in Europe.  There are 
over 300 flying in the world.  Cruise speed is 120 mph 
(with 912UL engine at 75% power or 912ULS engine at 
60% power).    
 
Icon Aircraft displayed their beautiful light sport sea 
plane.  Talk about a modernistic looking bird.  Although 
not in production yet, they have completed their 100th 
test flight with results as predicted.  The wings are fold-
able, allowing the aircraft to be easily transported on a 
trailer.  The A5 prototype is powered by a Rotax 912 
ULS engine and the test flying has been done using 91 
octane auto gas.  The estimated price is $139,000.   
 
The Piper Light Sport is really an eye-catcher.  The 
PiperSport features a rate of climb of 1,200 feet per 
minute and is capable of reaching a maximum cruise 
speed of 138 miles per hour and an altitude of 10,000 
feet. The aircraft has a gross weight of 1,320 pounds 
and 600 pounds of useful load. With the ability to run 

on automotive fuel, the PiperSport’s 30-gallon fuel ca-
pacity gives the aircraft a range of 600 nautical miles.  It 
is priced from $130,000 to $140,000.   
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 How about a motorcycle that flies?  That is what the 
Caravellair is all about.  The prototype was on dis-
play with its foldable wings.  It has not flown yet.  
The engine will be a 4-cylinder, 1.0 liter power plant 
operating at 100 horsepower.  The cruise speed is 
to be determined.  The target price will be $50,000.   
 
Jabiru had its three light sport models on display.   
They can be bought as factory-built or as a kit.  En-
gines are Jabiru 80-120 hp depending on the model.  
Maximum cruise speed is listed as 120 kts (138 
mph) and range is up to 800 nautical miles.  The 
models on display are manufactured in the U.S.   
Arion displayed its Lightning LS-1 which lists for 

$93,900 (43 delivered).  They also offer a kit (83 

delivered).  The Lightning Amateur Built airplane 

cruises at 150-170 mph on 120 hp, burning 5.5 gal-

lons per hour. Solo climb rates settle in at 1500 fpm. 

Roll rates exceed 90 degrees/second. Top speed is 

190 mph. The LS-1 LSA compliant aircraft cruises at 

120 knots with outstanding climb rates on 5 gph.  

The basic kit price is $35,900 plus engine and avi-

onics.  

 

The Cessna Skycatcher is another attractive bird, 
looking like a Cessna 150 on steroids.  It boasts 
performance figures of 118 knots cruise, 400 mile 
range, using a Continental 0200D engine.  The price 
is $112,250.  
  
The Terrafugia Transition is a roadable aircraft and 
has actually been test flown.  The wings fold electri-
cally when being prepared for road driving.  It has a 
100hp Rotax 912 installed and cruises at 100 mph.  
Fuel burn is 5 gph.  Road gas mileage is expected 
to be 35 mpg.  This aircar has flown.  The price is 
expected to be in the neighborhood of $200,000.     



�#$%�+�� � � � � � � � 	 � 
 � � � � � � � 
 � � � � � � � � � � �

� 
 
 � 
 
 � � � � � � � � � � � � � & � � � ' � � � ( � � 
 �

Exploring the Grounds 
Vintage Aircraft 
After visiting the sport aircraft section, I strolled over to 
the Vintage Aircraft parking area and viewed some 
really beautiful old birds.  Their owners certainly show a 
lot of pride and many of them looked factory new de-
spite being more than 70 to 80 years old.  There were 
several Wacos, Stearman, a Grumman seaplane, with 
mostly radial engines. 
  

Homebuilt Aircraft 
From there I headed north and walked through the 
homebuilt area, admiring the Lancairs, Long Ezs, Delta 
Dykes, Vans RVs, Sonex’s and many others.  By this 
time I had joined up with my old friends Perry and San-
dra.  Perry commented that there were not as many air-
craft as usual and it may have been because of the 
weekend weather with people still parked at other air-
ports.  
 

Warbirds 
Our next stop was the Warbird area where we saw the 
P-51s, P-38s, B-25s, F4U, A-4 Skyhawks, F-4 Phan-
tom, lots of Yaks, and many more.   We made a rather 
quick pass through this area and then headed to Pio-
neer Airport.   
 

Helicopter Ride – Pioneer Airport 
My plans included taking a helicopter ride to enable me 
to get some photos of AirVenture from the air.  The heli-
copter rides were being flown out of Pioneer Airport 
next to the EAA Museum so we took the long walk to 
that location.  The line for taking rides was maybe 25 
people deep and they had three helicopters operating 
so after a short wait, I was airborne and taking lots of 
pictures.  Never mind that both passengers were held in 
by a single seat belt and I was sitting on the outside 
with no door in between me and the ground.   .   
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 It made for clear pictures but the guy in the middle 
could have easily gotten rid of me if, while in a right 
bank, he released the seat belt lever.  Not a pleas-
ant thought.   
A lot of the activities for youngsters take place at 
and around Pioneer Airport.  The Summer Camp 
resides in this area.  For kids interested in aviation, 
this is the place to go.   
 

Airshow-Monday 
The air show on this day consisted primarily of large 
formation flyovers of T-28 Trojans, aerobatic per-
formances by Matt Chapman of Embry-Riddle, Ja-
son Newburg flying the Pitts S2S green Viper, Kirby 
Chambliss flying the Red Bull Edge 540, David Mar-
tin flying the Bucker Jungmeister, Rob Holland flying 
the dark blue MX2, formation fly-bys of T-6s and 
SNJs, and last but not least, the Aeroshell Aerobatic 
Team flying the yellow T-6s/SNJs.  All performances 
were right on and well executed.   
 
Tuesday – Day Two 
War Birds Again 
My first priority on this day was to go to the war bird 
area to admire the amazing restorations.  The first 
aircraft to get my attention was the Navy A-4D Sky 
Hawk, mainly because I served in Attack Squadron 
93 during the sixties, which flew A-4s. This particu-
lar A-4 has been restored to “like new” condition and 
looked as good as the birds I use to maintain.  It 
brought back some memories.  Other aircraft in-
cluded P-51s, P-40s, P-38, Japanese Zero A6-M, B-
25s, A-26s, Hawker Sea Fury, F4U Corsair, T-6s, 
SNJs, Russian Yaks, Russian L-29s, Spitfire, TBM 
Torpedo Bomber,  
The Veteran’s theme for this year included the gath-
ering of a large number of DC-3/C-47 type aircraft, 
at least one of which actually flew a mission on D- 



�#$%����� � � � � � � � 	 � 
 � � � � � � � 
 � � � � � � � � � � �

� 
 
 � 
 
 � � � � � � � � � � � � � & � � � ' � � � ( � � 
 �

Day over Europe.  At one point during the day 
there were more than twenty-five flying over the 
field in formation and parachute jumps were made, 
simulating the D-Day invasion of France.  What a 
site!   
 

Homebuilt Aircraft  
While strolling back through the homebuilt area and 
discovering more RVs, biplanes, Long EZs and 
what have you, I came across one really cool bird.  
Robert Baslee of Airdrome Aeroplanes has done it 
again, this time with a full-scale Sopwith Camel.  I 
talked to the owner/builder and he pointed out that 
this model has a steel fuselage frame rather than 
aluminum tubing.  He has installed genuine Sop-
with Camel gauges in the bird.  It also has the 
beautiful Rotec 9-cylinder Radial engine in it.  I 
definitely want one.  Okay, Robert, now let’s see an 
SE-5A.   
 
The Titan Aircraft Company had two of its P-51s on 
display.  They were sporting 4-bladed props which 
really helps their looks.  There models are probably 
among the more affordable in this class.  I also 
spotted an interesting aircraft kit, the Personal 
Cruiser by Pro-Composites, Inc.  It uses a 100 hp 
Corvair engine and the kit is priced at $9,910.  
 
A lot of the forums were being held in tents in the 
homebuilt area.  There were so many forums at 
Oshkosh this year, I would suggest that you visit 
the EAA web site if you are interested in what they 
were.  In general they had forums on welding, 
wood working, composites, engines, you name it 
there was a forum for it.  I visited several of them 
briefly, but didn’t want to miss what was going on 
outside, so I didn’t get to stay long.   
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Airshow – Tuesday 
The airshow on Tuesday was sort of a mix of World 
War II fighter, trainer, and transport aircraft, spotter 
planes from the Vietnam era, and aerobatic per-
formers.  Once again it was very entertaining.  It 
started off with some flybys of a WWI Fokker DR1 
Triplane painted in the Red Baron’s colors.  What a 
beautiful bird that was.  Then the T-28 mega-
formation began to make high-level passes along 
with some T-6s and Stearmans.  Then came the 
Mustangs and the Corsair.  Then the spotter planes 
including the OV-1 Mohawk. The C-47s made some 
passes.  Despite the mixing of different era aircraft, 
one got the feeling there was a battle going on.  
Once things settled down the aerobatic performers 
got to work and this included a jet-propelled glider 
flown by Bob Carlton, Fagen Inc’s MX2 flown by 
Greg Poe, and the Iron Eagle two-man aerobatic 
team flying Christian Eagles,  
 

Wednesday – Day 3 
EAA Museum -  
I spent the first part of the morning on Day 3 explor-
ing the EAA Museum which I found to be very inter-
esting.  Parked outside in back of the museum was 
a British Mosquito, Spitfire, a North American P-64, 
and a Grumman JF Duck.  These are normally 
hangared, but the hangar was being used for the 
event.  Entering the museum you find the EAA Ea-
gles aerobatic team Christian Eagles hanging from 
the ceiling and a gift shop located straight ahead.  
Entering the display rooms one finds everything 
from a Wright Flyer to exotic seaplanes, race 
planes, various Burt Rutan designs, autogyros, dif-
ferent odd-ball designs including flying cars, and 
even a proto-type of Burt Rutan’s Spaceship One.  
Plan on spending two to three hours going through 
the museum, it is quite interesting.   
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Main Entrance – Vendor Buildings  
I went from the EAA museum back through the 
main entrance and spent some time at the Ford 
tent, then on to the vendor buildings to explore the 
latest aircraft gadgets including GPSs, glass cock-
pits, Aircraft Spruce, Wicks, and all of the compa-
nies I have spent money at in my past.  One of the 
interesting things that I noticed is that the Apple 
IPad is beginning to evolve as a useful aviation tool 
and really makes a good platform for chart dis-
plays, moving maps, etc.  VFR and IFR chart sub-
scriptions are now available for the IPad.  GPS is 
also available but not quite reliable enough but 
there are vendors working on this and they expect 
to have some pretty good products out including 
moving maps within the next several months.  
Keep an eye on this because the IPad is very use-
ful for other things as well.  There are so many ven-
dor buildings and booths that you could spend 
more than a day just touring these buildings and 
getting the latest news on all of the products.   
Bud Anderson, famous World War II ace, was at 
the Ford building signing autographs and answer-
ing questions.  I had previously met him along with 
Chuck Yeager at Reedley Airport in California dur-
ing a Fly In that was being held in memory of a 
good friend of Chuck’s named Corky Kevorkian 
who served as a fellow test pilot.   
I ran across the Thunder Mustang in Aero Shell 
Square.  What a beautiful bird that is.  It’s too bad 
that the price of that kit could not have been set 
where the common pilot could afford it.  I know a lot 
of people who would buy one.  Earlier this year, I 
watched a Thunder Mustang attempt to break its 
speed record of over 400 mph at the Golden West 
Air Show in Marysville, CA.  That baby can really 
scoot.   
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  I might mention at this point that the EAAs B-17 
Aluminum Overcast, the Ford Tri-Motor, and the 
Goodyear Blimp were all constantly passing over-
head.  The first two were selling rides, the blimp was 
most likely giving rides to dignitaries.  
 

Airshow – Day Three 
The air show on this day was my favorite as they 
upped the action from the previous two days.  This 
was strictly a day dedicated to the Vietnam air war.  
It started out with the C-47 gunship and the Cessna 
FAC planes flying over the airfield, spotting targets 
and doing initial strikes against enemy forces.  Then 
the F-4C Phantom, The A-4D Skyhawk, and the AD-
1 Sky Raider were called in to provide greater sup-
port.    Explosions rocked the field as the aircraft 
made their bombing runs.  The spotters continued to 
circle overhead as did the gunship.  After several 
strikes the enemy succumbed and the battle was 
over.  It was a great show of force!  I would not have 
wanted to be there in a real strike.  You could run 
but you would only die tired. 
After the airfield was secured, the aerobatic per-
formers came out to play.  Matt Younkin flew a rou-
tine in a bright red Twin Beech which kind of re-
minded me of Bob Hoovers acts.   Gene Soucy flew 
his Show Cat Ag Cat in a stunning performance of 
that bright yellow biplane.  Chuck Aaron did things 
in his Red Bull BO-105 helicopter that I didn’t know 
that you could do.  He spent a lot of time going in-
verted.  I cannot help wondering what keeps the 
blades from snapping with all of the G’s that are put 
on them.  Obviously he knows what he is doing. 
That pretty much winds up my 3-day visit to aviation 
paradise.  It does not matter where you live in the 
world, if you are an aviation enthusiast you must 
plan at least one, if not many, trips to Oshkosh.  
There is nothing like it.  It is almost overwhelming 
and you certainly cannot see enough of it in one or 
two days.  In any case, you owe it to yourself to go. 
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Dawn Patrol—Bakersfield   Photos by Doug Betts and Tim Sowell 

Dawn Patrol Adventures — Every Saturday Morning 
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Dawn Patrol—Porterville  Photos by  Doug Betts 
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August Barbeque—2nd Saturday (Photos—Tim Sowell) 
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Santa Rosa, California is located in the heart of Califor-

nia’s Wine Country and is located approximately 40 

miles north of San Francisco on Highway 101.  The 

Charles M. Schultz – Sonoma County Airport has been 

named after Charles M. Schultz, the originator of the 

Peanuts Cartoon strip, who was a resident of Santa 

Rosa for many years.  Some of the finest wines in the 

world are made from grapes growing in this wine coun-

try region. 

 
During World War II the Charles M. Schultz – Sonoma 

County Airport was a United States Army Air Force 

Base where pilots were trained to fly the P-38 Light-

ning and the P-39 Aircobra.    Also, the Navy trained 

many of its pilots here during World War II and Korea.  

The airport houses the Pacific Coast Air Museum.  

They host this air show every year and provide many 

of the military aircraft that are on display including an F

-86F Saber Jet, an F105 Thunderchief, F-16 Viper, 

F4C Phantom, A-4E Skyhawk, H-34 Sikorsky helicop-

ter,  F-5 Freedom Fighter, T-28 Trojan, F-14A Tomcat, 

A-6E Intruder, UH-1H Huey helicopter, F-106 Delta 

Dart, T-38 Talon, HU-16E  Albatross, A-26 Invader, T-

33 Shooting Star, and many others.  These are primar-

ily static display aircraft, but the air show included 

many flying examples of war birds. 

 
I attended the show on Saturday and it got off to a 

rather slow start in the morning due to a low overcast.  

The schedule had to be altered somewhat because of 

that.  One of the disappointments was an Air Force U-2 

that was scheduled to do a flyby while completing an-

other mission.  It did the flyby, but above the cloud 

layer.  The crowd got to hear it as it passed over.  

There was plenty to see and do despite the slow start.  

I don’t think anyone got bored. 
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� War Bird Happy Hour  

The itinerary included a War bird Photo Hour be-

tween 9:00 – 10:00 AM where the crowd was al-

lowed to walk around and photograph the war birds 

that were scheduled to fly that day.  That was fol-

lowed by a Radio-controlled model airplane club 

demonstration.  The people who fly those things 

never cease to amaze me with their skill.  They have 

to have the skill of a regular pilot, but also have to 

think backward when the plane is flying towards 

them. 

Here Comes Da Sheriff!  

The Sonoma County Sheriff’s department followed 

that with a demonstration of flying rescue missions 

with their helicopter and also they did a SWAT Team 

insertion, simulating the rescue of hostages. 

 
A couple of the aerobatic acts did limited perform-
ances, keeping their routines under the cloud layer 
that was still hanging around later in the morning.  
Spencer Suderman flew his red Pitts, Vicki Benzing 
flew her Extra 300S, and Kent Pietsch flew his Inter-
state Cadet in his comedy act.  All three were very 
entertaining.  Pietsch’s act starts with what is sup-
pose to be a non-pilot stealing the plane and one of 
the ailerons actually departs the plane as the perp 
takes off.  The whole routine is flown with one aileron 
(I guess that works, but I have never tried it.) 
 
Cheap Fun! 

Next on the agenda was the Chinese CJ-6s doing 

formation flybys.  Their brightly colored aircraft are 

much more attractive than the military version of the 

same plane.  Apparently, the CJ-6s are relatively in-

expensive and a lot of people here in the U.S. are 

buying them. 
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C-17 Globemaster – Big Daddy  

Next on the agenda was the C-17 Globemaster III.  It 
was parked fairly close to the crowd and I couldn’t help 
wondering how they were going to taxi it out since 
there were hundreds of people in the way.  Well the 
answer was simple, they put it in reverse and backed it 
up and took the very last taxi way.  The C-17 is one 
handsome aircraft and it is really maneuverable.  (I am 
a little bit prejudice, my son-in-law worked on the C-17 
project at Edwards AFB).  The great thing about the 
aircraft is that it can carry a big load and can land on 
very short, rough landing strips to deliver the supplies 
to the troops where and when they need them.  It can 
do things the C-5 Galaxy could not, even though the C-
5 can carry a bigger load.  The flight demonstration the 
crew put on was amazing.  That bird can turn on a 
dime! 
 
Get that Jet in the Air!  
As the ceiling at the airport started to improve, Greg 
Colyer was able to perform with his absolutely beautiful 
T-33 Shooting Star.  Talk about an airplane that looks 
factory new.  That aircraft is impeccable and it certainly 
is photogenic.  Greg does a real nice show including 
rolls, loops, and photo passes.  When one looks at the 
T-33 and realizes it was the first production jet for the 
U.S., it is amazing that it looks o sleek compared to the 
German Me-262 jet.  I am not sure which would win in 
a dog fight, but since some of our P-51 drivers were 
shooting down the German jet, I imagine, in the right 
hands, the T-33 would have been able to do the same 
thing.  Too bad it came out later and not in time for 
that. 
 

Trainer Time!  

Next on the agenda were the T-28s and the T-6s.  The 
T-28 was a U.S. Navy trainer.  It is a big bird, designed 
to give the students the feel of flying the type of aircraft  

�
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that they would have to land on a carrier deck. �Of 
course the T-6 Texan was the most well-known 
trainer during the World War II era.  It was used as 
an intermediate step to transition the students from 
primary trainers to the fighters.  Both aircraft types 
have very distinctive sounds as they fly past.  Appar-
ently, the sounds are generated by the propellers 
breaking the sound barrier as they turn at high 
RPMs.  A lot of old-timers remember these aircraft. 
 
Bill Cornick  

Bill Cornick flew an aerobatic routine in his green and 

white Pitts S-2 next.  I have seen him perform at sev-

eral air shows this year and he never fails to amaze 

the crowd.  I would certainly like to take some les-

sons from him or Spencer Suderman.  I imagine they 

could even teach an old dog like me some new 

tricks. 

 
What the Heck was that Roar???  

Enter stage center from the rear.  An Air Force F-15 
Strike Eagle came screaming across the crowd, wak-
ing anyone who might have been dozing.  What a 
monster machine that thing is with that all-powerful 
engine that can take it to 30,000 feet in less than a 
minute.  I have seen an F-15 climb straight up like a 
rocket and I thought it would never run out of steam.  
Those guys have the best job in the world.  What 
really made their flight demonstration so awesome 
was that there was a lot of moisture in the air on Sat-
urday and every maneuver generated shock waves 
across the wings and fuselage.  It really created a 
cool effect that was a photographer’s delight.  For 
some reason, however, on many passes, I would 
train my trusty Canon 7D on the plane and just as 
the autofocus locked on, the shock wave would blos-
som and my camera would get confused and lose 
focus.  Not every time, but it was frustrating because 
I lost a chance for some really awesome pictures.  In 
any case, these Air Force boys really know how to  
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put on a show.  They are almost as good as the pilots I 

knew back in my old squadron, Attack Squadron 93, 

aboard the U.S.S. Ranger.   (This ought to get my edi-

tor some email). 

The Russians Are Coming!  

Doug Jardine performed next in his Sukhoi 26, with the 

big radial engine.   The Sukhoi swept the aerobatic 

world several years ago, stealing the attention from the 

Pitts aircraft in international aerobatic competition.   

The plane is raw horsepower and it was able to im-

press the international judges to the point that it was 

winning the competitions.  Doug gives a good demon-

stration of how to put that power to work to give a thrill-

ing performance.  I wouldn’t kick one of these out of 

my garage if someone gave it to me. 

 
Scramble the War Birds!!  

Okay, there is only one sound that is more beautiful 

that a Mustang running its engine in the morning.  

What is that you ask?  It is a bunch of Mustangs, P-

40s, and maybe even a Hawker Sea Fury, and a Rus-

sian Yak, all running their engines at the same time.  

And that is what happened next here at the air   show.  

Made me think of all of my buddies who were still at 

home mowing their yards, and how much they were 

missing by not being here.  I never will understand 

grown men who would rather sleep in and then mow 

the yard instead of getting up and going to an air show.  

Oh well, it takes all kinds.  To be present when these 

birds come alive, take off, and then give a great per-

formance is a privilege that I enjoy at least a couple of 

times a month during the Spring and Summer.  To 

think that these war bird owners invest a couple of mil-

lion dollars in each of these wonderful war birds, let 

alone the cost to maintain them, and then bring  them 

out to share them with us is really something.   

�
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I really appreciate it and I am sure that the World 

War II vets, including the ones watching from above 

really appreciate it. 

 
Here Comes the Navy!!!  

Not to be outdone by the F-15 jocks, an F-18 Super 

Hornet from my old alma mater, Naval Air Station, 

Lemoore, California, made its appearance next.  The 

pilot and backseater, from VFA 122 did the Navy 

proud with their very precise routine.  Once again the 

shock waves were very apparent as the aircraft went 

through its routine which included aerobatics, a High-

Alpha Pass, a high speed run and a military break for 

a carrier approach.  As I watched the routine, I mar-

veled at the skill that these young guys have devel-

oped.  I also thought about the unsung heroes, the 

maintenance personnel who keep these birds flying.  

They are not usually seen at air shows, they rarely 

appear in movies or on the Military Channel, but 

without them, and these birds could not fly for very 

long.  The birds that they maintain are very compli-

cated beasts and it takes a lot of knowledge and 

training to keep them in top shape. 

 
It is worth noting, that the biggest majority of the air 

show crowd stayed all of the way until the end to see 

the F-18 routine.   Very few felt the need to beat the 

crowd out of the airport.  They were there to support 

the troops.  Huwahhh! 
�
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YOU’RE  
INVITED TO 

STOP  BY 
EAA 119 

 OPEN HANGAR 
                           Noon – 5 PM 

 
WATSONVILLE FLY-IN & AIR SHOW  
Friday, Saturday & Sunday- Sept. 3,4, & 5          

 
Skip Holm, 4 time winner, Reno Air Races 

   Friday     4:00 PM 
 

Classic Movie 
Friday   8:00 PM 

 
US Air Force C-17 / FA 18 Pilots  

Saturday  Noon 
 

Gary Aldrich, US Air Force Test Pilot Training 
   Saturday  4:00 PM 

 
Alan Brown, skunk works & F-117 Night Hawk 

Sunday Noon 
  

 Local Chapter Members look forward to 
hangar- flying with you. 

For more information on the speakers and the EAA 119 go to:  
www.eaa119.org 
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FREE Sunday Breakfast ticket included 

when you register your aircraft! 

 

#��$�����%�#$���� �
���&��'�(�����'�
�����������
���
)&���$������)*� ��� �



�#$%����

� - � � � � 
 � � � � . �

FREE MAGAZINE: 

Check out AV8 Magazine .  AV8 originates from Great Britain but is 

now covering airshows and other events in the U.S. as well.  The 

magazine is online and it is free!  Chapter member Jim Pratt is cov-

ering the West Coast  and will also be covering  AirVenture 2010 at 

Oshkosh.  He has written an article on the Chino Airshow that ap-

pears in the June edition and an article on Madera Warbirds that 

appears in the July edition.  Stay tuned for an article on the Golden 

West Regional Flyin, AirVenture 2010, and Reno Air Races. 

All you need to do to get access to the magazine is go to  

www.av8magazine.com  and assign yourself a login name and 

password.  Its as simple as that.  The last edition was 105 pages.   
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Dear Friend and Neighbors, 

As many of you know, I recently purchased the Halencak residence located at 4220 W. Kelly Ave. 
Fresno, Ca.  The House and Hangar are located in the Sierra Skypark "Fly-IN" subdivision in northwest 
Fresno, Ca.  As a builder for 39 years, I have personally remodeled and upgraded this house for a "turn 
key" operation.  Among some of the upgrades are: new paint, new light fixtures, ceiling fans, new lami-
nate floors, & new carpet throughout. Several new closets and doors were added.  

Previous owners added new Hunter Douglas  Plantation Shutters throughout house, new storage shed, 
new landscaping, brick walkways, raised brick 

planters and beautiful 12'x82' (approx.) RV or Boat side yard storage.   The 

Hangar and 3 Car Gargage are one of the biggest and nicest in Sierra Skypark, (approx. 84'x36'). Han-
gar is heated, cooled, and concrete floors are beautifully stained. 

Please click on the attachment to view this beautiful residence.  Feel free to send this e-mail on to any 
friends or contacts you may think would be interested in this home.  

  

Regards, Phil Engelskirger 

  

SPECS: 

4220 W. KELLY, FRESNO, CA. 93722 

HOUSE  2,445    SQ FT 

HANGAR  2,817   SQ FT 

3 BEDROOMS 

2 BATHS 

RV OR BOAT SIDE YARD STORAGE APPROX. 82'X12' 

LAUNDRY, CRAFT, OFFICE RM,  13'X19' 

TWO SPLIT SYSTEM AC & HEATING UNITS 

LOT SIZE  18,286 SQ FT 

  

PRICE   $ 550,000. 

  

PLEASE CONTACT: 

  

PHIL ENGELSKIRGER AT: 

CELL  559-269-3280 

E-mail  engel4@comcast.net 

Video available by e-mail. �
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For sale: 1973 Citabria 7ECA partnership.  Kevin an d Alan are looking for two  

more partners for a total of four.  This plane has 1000 hrs since factory  

remanufacture, 1995 recovered.  King radio.  Apprx $9000 per partner.  To be  

based at Chandler.  Will assist with tail wheel end orsement. 

Allen White 559-227-7969 

Kevin Krauter 559-903-4540 
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President  
Doug Betts  
(559) 289-8000 
doug@dougbetts.com 
272 S. Blosser Ave. 
Fresno, CA 93706 
 
Vice President  
Ralph Eaves 
439-3877 
reavesQ60@sbcglobal.net 
 
Secretary  
Geneva McJunkin 
(559) 824-9284 
gr7434@att.com 
 
Treasurer  
Walter Rowe 
(559) 297-1641 
wbrowe@sbcglobal.net 
 
Immediate Past President  
Ralph Eaves 
(559) 439-3877 
reavesQ60@sbcglobal.net 
  
Directors  
Jim Pratt 
(559) 435-4742 
flybum@comcast.net 
 
Jean-Marie Bonnar 
jbonnar@comcast.net  

(559)298-4270     

Mark Holmes 
rodgauges@aol.com 
559 708 6371 
  
John Symons 
(559) 675-1468 
Johnandvi@comcast.net 
 
Erik Hermansen 
(559) 432-7926 
Mooneyman1@comcast.net 
 
Tim Sowell  
(559)761-
4317Moonwalker27tim 
@hotmail.com 
 
Newsletter Editors:  
Michelle Pratt 
flybum@comcast.net 
 
Jim Pratt 
flybum@comcast.net 
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Next General Meeting  
Tuesday,  August 31, 2010 
Location:  Yosemite Falls Cafe (Ashlan & 99) 
Time:  Dinner 6:00 PM  Meeting 7:30 PM  

Next Board Meeting  

Tuesday, Sept. 7, 2010 7:30 PM 

Wes Nelson’s Home 

Next Barbeque Luncheon  
Sierra Skypark—Annual Flyin 

September 10-11 2010 
Aircraft Judging 

 Friday—Dinner 6:30 PM 
Saturday– Breakfast 7:00 AM 
Saturday– Lunch 12:00 Noon  

Dawn Patrol Fly-Out Planning 
Luncheon  

Every Wednesday at 12:00 pm 
Meet at  Yosemite Falls Café, Black-
stone just north of Shaw, west side.   

Dawn Patrol Flyout  

Every Saturday Morning 0730 (location 
posted on www.eaa.cc each Thurs.) 
Email notification is also sent out 
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  Submit Articles and photos to: 

   flybum@comcast.net 

We need someone to cover the  
Saturday morning Dawn Patrol  
missions.  Send an article with your 
photos.   

    

 Future Young Eagles Rallies:  

Young Eagles Rallies Oct 9, Nov 13, 

Feb 12, Mar 12, Apr 9, May 14, Jun 

11. 

 


