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· Kings River Runoff 
EAA Chapter 376 

· Visit us at 

www.EAA.cc 

· Submit articles, pho-
tos, etc. to: 

flybum@comcast.net 
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Tuesday August 31, 2010 

Location:  Yosemite Falls Cafe (Ashlan Ave,  West o f Fwy 99) 

Time:  6:00 PM Dinner 7:30 PM Meeting  

Important!!!!!!!! 
There is no July General Meeting due to vacations a nd    
Oshkosh.  See you in August!!! 
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This flawless Stearman appeared at the Auburn, California Thunder in the Sky 
Airshow this month.  There were several biplanes passing in review bringing back 
the nostalgia of days gone by when the throaty sound of a Pratt and Whitney en-
gine and the whistling in the wires was the only sound to hear.   



 The topic for our June General Membership Meeting program was the next steps of our hangar construction pro-
ject.  Our longtime member Bill Russell, John Kinder and Pat Panzera gave their input and fielded questions.  
John had submitted an estimate on behalf of All West Construction for surveying, staking, clearing, grading and 
retaining walls.  Bill Russell is Board Chairman and his son Don Russell is President of All West Construction.  
Pat Panzera is a residential design architect in Hanford and editor of two aviation magazines and brought sam-
ples of blocks he has located for our retaining wall. 

 

We traditionally don’t have a second Saturday Barbeque or general membership meeting in July but we still go fly 
places.  Our Dawn Patrol destinations have been Woodlake, Porterville, Auburn and Los Banos.  We also have 
lunch every Wednesday at Yosemite Falls Café on Blackstone North of Shaw.  Theoretically that is the Dawn Pa-
trol planning lunch but be advised, there is not much planning going on and most of the people at those lunches 
aren’t currently flying anyway.  This is more about having a good time with some aviation friends and anyone is 
welcome to show up. 

 

This edition of the newsletter should get published during Air Venture week.  If you weren’t able to attend then the 
next best thing is to check in via the Internet.  The web address is www.airventure.org and there are many ways 
available there for you to keep current with the action.  I receive daily updates to my e-mail account.  The site has 
videos, stories, audio, photos and just about every form content you could want. 

 

I got to do some open cockpit flying a couple weeks ago.  We removed the canopy from the Funkist that you 
have seen in previous newsletters.  I did about 12 takeoffs and landings in an hour at Chandler.  I did short 
field, soft field, slips to landing, landing long, go arounds, simulated engine out abeam the numbers, low 
pass over the runway practicing cross controls for crosswinds.  It was a lot of fun! 

 

Hope to see you soon.  All my best to you and your family! 

 

Doug Betts 
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By Jim Pratt 

The City of Auburn, California is bordered by 

the beautiful American River Canyon and nes-

tled in the western foothills of the Sierra Ne-

vada Mountains. Located at the crossroads of 

I-80 and historic Highway 49, Auburn is the 

county seat of Placer County.  Highway 49 is 

called the Gold Chain because many of the 

gold mines resulting from the Gold Rush of the 

1800s were located along its route.  Auburn 

sponsors the Thunder in the Sky Air Show 

every other year, alternating years with Grass 

Valley, a community located nearby in the 

same foothills.  Both airports are well-

maintained mountain airports and are fun 

places to fly on our weekly EAA Dawn Patrol 

missions out of Fresno. 

 
This year’s event  turned out a lot of air show 

fans and the people worked hard to put on a 

good show.  They deserve a lot of thanks, es-

pecially considering that the temperature rose 

to 102 degrees in the afternoon of the show.  

Because of the hot temperatures and some 

major pauses in between air show acts, a lot 

of the crowd started leaving before all of the 

scheduled acts were completed.  Also, con-

spicuously absent this year were the Hawker 

Sea Fury, some of the P-51 Mustangs, and 

other warbirds that have appeared in years 

past.  Again, as  I have reported in previous 

articles, I believe some of it has to do with the 

economy and the cost of fuel. 

 

Molt Taylor Air Car  

One of the more interesting aircraft on display 

which was also flown during the show was the  
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Molt Taylor Air Car.  According to the an- 

nouncer, it is a novel aircraft but “has poor flight 

characteristics and poor handling characteris-

tics as an automobile”. 

 
Samson Switch Blade 

 
A more modern “air car” design was put on dis-

play by Samson Motor Works 

(www.samsonmotorworks.com).  The ducted-

fan aircraft is in the prototyping stage and looks 

like something from the future.  If they had 

painted it black it could have been Batman’s 

next car/plane.  Sam Bousfield and his wife 

were at the booth and were both very enthusi-

astic about their design.  It has retractable 

wings (thus the name switchblade), seats 2, 

and is powered by choices of a Freedom Ro-

tary engine, BMW 1000rr, Yamaha F JR 1300, 

or a Suzuki Hayabusa.  The engines range in 

horsepower from 160 to 192 hp.  The estimated 

kit cost is $60,000 less engine and instruments.  

Cruise speed is estimated at 160 mph and the 

range is 350 miles.  They plan to have a builder

-assist program.  Currently they are seeking 

investors to fund the production of the kits. 

 

Patriot Air Demonstration Team 
�

The Patriot Air Demonstration Team gave a 
great performance in their L-39 Albatrosses, 
with several tight-formation flybys.  A raffle was 
held for rides in the back seats of the L-39s and 
some lucky spectators got to ride along during 
the performances.  Unfortunately, neither I nor  
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my sidekick and neighbor Bob D. could find where 
they were selling the raffle tickets so we missed out. 
 I had the pleasure of flying with the Thunder Delfins 

in their L-29s during an aerial demonstration at Te-

hachapi, CA. three years ago on July 4th and that 

was a real kick.  I found out that what looks smooth 

and easy from a spectator’s viewpoint requires a lot 

of hard work and concentration.   

 

Kits, Plans, and Sport Planes  

Several  experimental , ultralight, and sport aircraft 
took to the skies to do some flybys including a 
Q200, a Velocity, two Challenger Ultralights, an Air 
Cam, a Sportstar Plus, and a Cirrus SR22.  Watch-
ing the various aircraft fly past made me realize how 
far the kit and plans built aircraft have come since I 
got involved back in the early eighties.  It use to be 
that you could buy $3,000 worth of foam and fiber-
glass, $2000 worth of hardware and a $5,000 en-
gine, some gauges and have a flyable airplane.  To-
day, the Sport Aircraft that were suppose to make 
flying cheaper are around $130,000, and the kits for 
experimental aircraft start at $25,000 plus, with en-
gines at $15,000-30,000.  What happened to afford-
able?  What we need is another Henry Ford for 
aviation. 
 
The Good Old Days �

Next came the biplane flybys.  An airport like Au-

burn is perfect for this type of flying.  The spectators 

are close enough to the runway to really appreciate 

these grand old birds as they pass in review.  The 

Stearmans and N3Ns were in rare form as they 

gracefully slipped by the crowd with their radial en-

gines putting out that beautiful sound that they 

make.  I cannot help thinking how lucky the owners 

of these aircraft are.  The birds are not fast, but they 

are majestic and are enough to get you dreaming 

about being in the sky. 
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FORMATION BRIEFING @ KRHV  
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Tim Cone’s formation briefing card for Raven Flight —Flight Demonstration Team.  This 

is a group of pilots flying Van’s RV aircraft in ve ry large formations.  This is a sight to 

behold.   
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Is that the RV grin or the Raiderette grin or maybe  both??? 
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“First thing we do is put pilot training  
companies out of business in California” 

by Doug Betts 

�

Okay the title of this article is not actually a quote from the California Assembly but it is pretty close to the 
effect of Assembly Bill AB 48 which passed both houses in California and has been signed by the Governor.  
It’s a done deal, over, caput! 

 

We are fighting back on this.  Better late than never.  This bill slipped through without the aviation commu-
nity finding out about it.  AB 48 is the California Private Postsecondary Education Act of 2009.  Its primary 
intention is to protect students of for profit schools in a variety of disciplines other than aviation. 

 

Mazzei Flying Service and Memley Aviation have both reported that if they become subject to the financial 
burdens of AB 48 they may be forced to cease pilot training operations in California. 

 

There is a strong case to get aviation exempted from this.  Aviation schools have a long history of being 
subject to FAA oversight and not state agencies.  Jim Brannon of Mazzei Flying Service has spearheaded 
the local effort to fight this.  On July 13, 2010 Jim hosted a meeting at his office and invited local flight 
schools and CFI’s.  I attended the meeting which was essentially a briefing from James Coyne President – 
NATA (National Air Transportation Association) and professional lobbyist Laura Brown (NATA Lobbyist). 

 

Coyne and Brown are aggressively fighting for us in the California legislature.  They have a bill ready to 
submit when the state legislature reconvenes in August.  The bill is AB 1140.  It’s only two pages long and 
temporarily exempts flight schools and aircraft maintenance programs from enforcement of the California 
Private Postsecondary Education Act of 2009.  Because this was discovered late in the game this tempo-
rary and urgent measure is needed so a permanent fix can be crafted. 

 

Initial indications are that AB 1140 is receiving good support from Assembly members but you never can 
assume success with these issues.  We may need to send out an action alert in August requesting you to 
send a letter or e-mail to your Assemblyman. 

 

The meeting at Mazzei’s is the only meeting that Coyne and Brown have been invited to in California to 
speak to the aviation community.  California often leads the nation in state law and in this case Fresno is 
leading California.  I have four pages of flight schools in California that need to be contacted.  This list only 
has the flight school name and city.  We need phone numbers, mailing addresses and e-mail addresses.  If 
you would like to help with this please contact me. 

 

doug@dougbetts.com 

559-289-8000  
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FREE MAGAZINE: 

Check out AV8 Magazine .  AV8 originates from Great Britain but is 

now covering airshows and other events in the U.S. as well.  The 

magazine is online and it is free!  Chapter member Jim Pratt is cov-

ering the West Coast  and will also be covering  AirVenture 2010 at 

Oshkosh.  He has written an article on the Chino Airshow that ap-

pears in the June edition and an article on Madera Warbirds that 

appears in the July edition.  Stay tuned for an article on the Golden 

West Regional Flyin, AirVenture 2010, and Reno Air Races. 

All you need to do to get access to the magazine is go to  

www.av8magazine.com  and assign yourself a login name and 

password.  Its as simple as that.  The last edition was 105 pages.   
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Dear Friend and Neighbors,  
As many of you know, I recently purchased the Halen cak residence located at 4220 W. 
Kelly Ave. Fresno, Ca.  The House and Hangar are lo cated in the Sierra Skypark "Fly-
IN" subdivision in northwest Fresno, Ca.  As a buil der for 39 years, I have person-
ally remodeled and upgraded this house for a "turn key" operation.  Among some of 
the upgrades are: new paint, new light fixtures, ce iling fans, new laminate floors, 
& new carpet throughout. Several new closets and do ors were added.  
Previous owners added new Hunter Douglas  Plantatio n Shutters throughout house, new 
storage shed, new landscaping, brick walkways, rais ed brick  
planters and beautiful 12'x82' (approx.) RV or Boat  side yard storage.   The  
Hangar and 3 Car Gargage are one of the biggest and  nicest in Sierra Skypark, 
(approx. 84'x36'). Hangar is heated, cooled, and co ncrete floors are beautifully 
stained.  

Please click on the attachment to view this beautif ul residence.  Feel free to send 
this e-mail on to any friends or contacts you may t hink would be interested in this 
home.  
  
Regards, Phil Engelskirger  

  
SPECS: 
4220 W. KELLY, FRESNO, CA. 93722  
HOUSE  2,445    SQ FT  
HANGAR  2,817   SQ FT  

3 BEDROOMS 
2 BATHS 
RV OR BOAT SIDE YARD STORAGE APPROX. 82'X12'  
LAUNDRY, CRAFT, OFFICE RM,  13'X19'  
TWO SPLIT SYSTEM AC & HEATING UNITS  

LOT SIZE  18,286 SQ FT  
  
PRICE   $ 550,000.  
  
PLEASE CONTACT: 

  
PHIL ENGELSKIRGER AT:  
CELL  559-269-3280  
E-mail  engel4@comcast.net  
Video available by e-mail. �
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President  
Doug Betts  
(559) 289-8000 
doug@dougbetts.com 
272 S. Blosser Ave. 
Fresno, CA 93706 
 
Vice President  
Ralph Eaves 
439-3877 
reavesQ60@sbcglobal.net 
 
Secretary  
Geneva McJunkin 
(559) 824-9284 
gr7434@att.com 
 
Treasurer  
Walter Rowe 
(559) 297-1641 
wbrowe@sbcglobal.net 
 
Immediate Past President  
Ralph Eaves 
(559) 439-3877 
reavesQ60@sbcglobal.net 
  
Directors  
Jim Pratt 
(559) 435-4742 
flybum@comcast.net 
 
Jean-Marie Bonnar 
jbonnar@comcast.net  

(559)298-4270     

Mark Holmes 
rodgauges@aol.com 
559 708 6371 
  
John Symons 
(559) 675-1468 
Johnandvi@comcast.net 
 
Erik Hermansen 
(559) 432-7926 
Mooneyman1@comcast.net 
 
Tim Sowell  
(559)761-
4317Moonwalker27tim 
@hotmail.com 
 
Newsletter Editors:  
Michelle Pratt 
flybum@comcast.net 
 
Jim Pratt 
flybum@comcast.net 
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  Galen has  two David and Clark headsets (soft tops and gel ear 
pads) and one Flightcom that need to find a new hom e.    

 
Galen Raymond 

559-435-3688 Office 

Next General Meeting  
Tuesday,  August 31, 2010 
Location:  Yosemite Falls Cafe (Ashlan & 99) 
Time:  Dinner 6:00 PM  Meeting 7:30 PM  

Next Board Meeting  

Tuesday, August 3, 2010 7:30 PM 

Wes Nelson’s Home 

Next Barbeque Luncheon  
Sierra Skypark 12:00 
¨ August 14, 2010 
¨ Bring Deserts!!!!!!! 
¨ Need volunteers for setup.   
 
 

Dawn Patrol Fly-Out Planning 
Luncheon  

Every Wednesday at 12:00 pm 
Meet at  Yosemite Falls Café, Black-
stone just north of Shaw, west side.   

Dawn Patrol Flyout  

Every Saturday Morning 0730 (location 
posted on www.eaa.cc each Thurs.) 
Email notification is also sent out 
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  Submit Articles and photos to: 

   flybum@comcast.net 

We need someone to cover the  
Saturday morning Dawn Patrol  
missions.  Send an article with your 
photos.   

    

 Future Young Eagles Rallies: 

         October 9 

Contact: Young Eagles Coordinator 
Bruce McJunkin (559-824-5246) 
BMcjunkin@pacbell.net 


