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· Kings River Runoff 
EAA Chapter 376 

· Visit us at 

www.EAA.cc 

· Submit articles, pho-
tos, etc. to: 

flybum@comcast.net 
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Tuesday May 25, 2010 

Location:  Yosemite Falls Cafe (Ashlan Ave,  West o f Fwy 99) 

Time:  6:00 PM Dinner 7:30 PM Meeting  
 

Program:   Our very own John Durant will be speaking this Tuesday about his 
experiences with the Berlin Airlift during WWII.  John has some great stories to 
tell.    
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Gathering of the Warbirds in Madera was a great success this past weekend.  
The show was well organized.  There were lots of warbirds on display including 
Navy F-18s and Air Force A-10 as well as numerous World War II aircraft.   
(photo by Tim Sowell) 



Robbie Wiens spoke at our April meeting about his planned mission trip to Nairobi, Kenya this summer.  Robbie is a product of our local 
aviation community.  He was awarded a ground school scholarship and additional funding to help with pilot training through the CVAA’s 
Welcome Sky program several years ago.  Since that experience Robbie became an A&P mechanic through the Reedley College program 
and is currently pursuing an aviation degree through Utah Valley University.  He will be repairing and maintaining airplanes while in Nairobi 
and will probably get some stick time. 

 

Knowing Robbie and observing his coming of age through aviation has contributed to my personal interest in using aviation to help young 
people gain focus and motivation in their lives.  I fully expect we will see more stories like his through our efforts with the Bill Smilie Avia-
tion Center. 

 

On May 1st and 2nd we co-hosted the Wings Weekend event at Chandler Airport.  One of my hats in the local aviation community is that of 
Lead FAASTeam Representative for region WP17.  In that capacity I facilitate Wings Weekend annually and CFI Workshops quarterly.  
Our chapter co-hosted this event by providing the lunch service on Saturday and helping during the planning and execution.  Thank you to 
Geneva McJunkin, Ralph Eaves, Jean-Maria Bonnar, Tim Sowell and others for their help with this event. 

 

Steve LaFerrera and Jim Coelho provided a tour of Sierra Sky Park to 4 high school CART interns on May 6th.  The tour culminated with a 
one-hour interview with Doris Smilie about the historic achievement of Sierra Sky Park as the first residential Air Park in the World.  These 
students along with another set of 4 have just completed an 8-week internship with the Bill Smilie Aviation Center.  We expect to post a 
video of the presentations of the students on our website in a few weeks. 

 

Our May Second Saturday BBQ Luncheon was preceded by another Young Eagles Rally.  One family was there at 7:00 a.m. be-
cause they thought that’s what it would take to beat the crowd!  This event was promoted as our “Young Eagles Rally – Family 
Day”.  It was advertised by the CART interns through FaceBook and each of their home schools.  Also, the Fresno Bee printed an 
article about the event.  We flew about 47 young people that morning.  We now have 6 high school students participating in the free 
ground school program. 

 

Heads were nodding in agreement and eyebrows rose at Clovis High School on May 14th.  We had 14 students and two teachers 
wanting to know about aviation careers and education.  The nods came when I pointed out that if a young person finds aviation to 
be enjoyable then pursuing a degree in aviation could be a successful way to get a degree that could be used to open doors even in 
non-aviation careers. 

 

Harry Zinser, Everett Ehda and Hanford EAA Chapter #1138 cooked up another great breakfast on May 15th.  This was National 
Learn to Fly Day.  The Hanford effort drew a lot of interest from the public.  Many flights were given to adults and Young Eagles.  
Many of our Dawn Patrol pilots and passengers were there.  Hanford is always one of our favorite destinations. 

 

If you would like to snicker at video of me eating, check out http://www.ustream.tv/recorded/7018320.  Okay, if you took the time to 
snicker then check out the reports I gave at time index 18:08 and 40:30 during this meeting of State Center Consortium on May 18th.  
The second is specifically about our Bill Smilie Aviation Center project. 

 

This last weekend was the Gathering of the Warbirds – Madera Air Show, www.maderaairshow.com.  It was forecast to be very 
windy with strong gusts so we cancelled plans for me to fly the Funkist to this event.  We had a number of other last minute changes 
for the event which resulted in a scaled down booth and fewer of our planes on the line.  Even so we had great interaction with the 
public.  A lot of people came up to our display and took literature and engaged in conversation about our offerings.  The Air Show 
was great with some amazing planes.  Thank you to everyone who helped with that. 

 
Our very own John Durant will be speaking this Tuesday about his experiences with the Berlin Airlift during WWII.  John has some 
great stories to tell, I hope to see you there! 

 
All my best to you and your family! 

 
Doug Betts 
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EAA376 

General Membership Meeting Minutes—April 27, 2010 

I. 7:35 p.m.  Called to order Yosemite Falls Café 4278 W. Ashlan Ave. Fresno 

II. Guest introductions 

III. Agenda approved by consensus 

IV. Minutes approved MSC Jean Marie Bonnar / Tim Sowell 

V. Treasurer’s Report: BSAC $3,783, Bldg $4,375, Chk $17, 564 incl YE $521, BBQ +$134 

VI. Communications and Announcements: 

A. Wings Weekend May 1-2:  Pilot Proficiency Program, Safety Stand Dow.  Approach and Landing 
Clinic.  Sat. breakfast eggs, bacon, potatoes and more 8:00-8:30.  Sat. lunch hamburgers and 
trimmings 12:00-1:00.  To participate in flying portion contact Geneva McJunkin 550-824-9284 to 
be scheduled with an instructor.  Flights can be scheduled Sat & Sun mornings and afternoons.  
Flights usually take 1 to 2 hours to complete the exercises.  Computer lab available all weekned .  
No RSVP needed for seminar attendance or computer lab.  www.faasafety.gov.  

      Sat May 1 9:00-12:00 1 hour pilot & CFI briefing followed by Wings flights. 
      Sat May 1 1:00-4:00 Safety Stand Down DVD seminar presentation 
      Sun May 2 9:00-12:00 Approach and Landing Clinic DVD seminar presentation. 
B. Young Eagles May 8 briefing at 8:30 a.m., wheels up at 9:00 a.m.   
C. Young Eagles Rallies May 8, June 12, Oct 9, Nov 13. 
D. Newsletter deadline:  May 15 
E. Madera Air Show May 22-23.  A10 Wart Hog demo team, more military participation.  Friday is 

practice day for meeting performers.  Thursday afternoon and Friday media day.  No charge for 
parking from the show.  Non-profit groups can make money from the parking.  Tickets adult $10, 6 
and above $8, 20% to charity.  www.MaderaAirShow.com 

F. Hollister Air Show May 29 & 30.  Castle Open House, Cockpit & RC Planes May 30.  Chino Mu-
seum Airshow & Open House May 15 & 16.                               

VII.Old Business: 
 A.  Hangar Project Status / Bill Smilie Aviation Center 
 B.  Weeds need to be cut down on Hangar lot.  Barney Barnes volunteered John Deere Tractor. 
VIII.New Business: 
 A.  None 
IX. Door Prize Drawing: 
X. Program: 
 Robbie Wiens will speak about his aviation experiences beginning with “Welcome Sky” which was an 
 aviation scholarship program for youth operated by CVAA some years ago.  Robbie is now a pilot and 
 A&P mechanic.  He will tell us of his plans to work as a volunteer aviation mechanic on a mission trip 
 to Nairobi, Kenya this summer. 
XI. Adjourned at 8:35 p.m.  MSC Ralph Eaves / Walter Rowe 
 

: 
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Background 
 
The Chino Planes of Fame Airshow is by far the best warbird show on the west coast of the United States.  Chino, California is ap-

proximately 30 miles east of Los Angeles.  Located at the airport are two museums (yes two).  One is the Chino Air Museum and the 

other is the Yankee Air Museum.  The Chino Air Museum is the larger of the two museums and they sponsor monthly events, with 

each month having a certain theme, such as The Attack on Pearl Harbor, at which time they fly planes related to that theme.  Once a 

year, they fly almost everything flyable in the museum and they also have outside participants who bring their warbirds to the show.  

This article addresses the annual event.  www.planesoffame.org/ 

 
This years annual event fielded somewhere between 45-60 warbirds including a P-47, P-40s, P-38s, B-25s, a B-17, T-6s, a British 

Fairey Firefly, Hawker Sea Fury, and a Spitfire, T-33, F-86, Mig 15, an F-16, Focke-Wolf 190, Hellcats, a Bearcat, Corsairs, the only 

original Japanese Zero still flying, an Avenger, SBD Dive Bomber, L-39s, Yak-3, AD1 Skyraider, and possibly others that I have for-

gotten to mention.  The P-51s were there in force, with at least 16 in attendance.  Seeing that many Mustangs parked in a row is like 

having a front seat at the Miss Universe contest.  What beauties! 

 
Arrival at the Air Show 

 
Fellow EAA member Tim Sowell and I arrived at the airport at 7:30 AM, thinking that by getting there 30 minutes before the gate open 

we could get front row seating for better picture taking.  Not so.  The front gate had what looked like hundreds of war refugees waiting 

for the gates to open.  By the time we got in all space in the front row had been taken.  So we got the best location possible and then 

proceeded to tour the grounds.  So many aircraft, so little time and money, sigh!  What a sight!  Airplane heaven!  Be still my foolish 

heart!  They even had an A-4D Skyhawk on display which is what my former Navy squadron, Attack Squadron 93, was flying off of the 

U.S.S. Ranger back in the 60s.  It was like seeing a long-lost love.  I was an 19 year old avionics technician at that time who had been 

trained to load nuclear weapons (scary!) 

 
Airshow Speakers – The Greatest Generation 
 
Jonna Doolittle Hoppes led a panel of World War II veterans including Bud Anderson (P-51 triple ace), Bill Holloman (Tuskegee Air-

man), Col. John Doolittle (WWII and Korean War ace), Wilbur Richardson (B-17 gunner), Vi Crowden (Wasp P-51 pilot), Bill Spengler 

(P-51 pilot), and Hule Lamb (P-51, P47 pilot), and Maj. General John Alison.   Their stories were interesting and  humorous. 

 
 
 
The Big Airshow! 
 
I will try to keep this in the sequence as I remember it.  The show opened with the national anthem.  The Silver Wings Wing Walking 

team did an aerial demonstration using a 450 hp Stearman.  Hartley Folstad was the pilot, Margi Stivers the wing walker.  Then Rob 

Harrison did his “Tumbling Bear” routine in a Zlin 50. 

 
Pacific Air Battle! 
 
This was followed by a demonstration of a Pacific Air Battle fielding the F4Fs, F4Us, SBD, P-40s, P-38, A6M Zero, and F6Fs.  What a 

sight!  It made me want to man my anti-aircraft gun, but I couldn’t find one so I used the long lens on my Canon.  It did not take much 
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imagination to visualize what air combat over the Pacific must have been like.  Imagine being on one of those small islands with very 

few places to hide when an air raid hit. 

 
It was mentioned that the Japanese A6M Zero is the only authentic Zero still flying in the world.  You might see some at airshows that 

are actually modified T-6s. 

 
Warbird Fly-bys! 
 
It was near noon by the time the Warbird Fly-bys took to the air.  What a sight watching the pilots mount their steeds.  Then the whin-

ing of  the starters as the props on the warbirds begin to turn and smoke belches out of the exhaust stacks and then the engines roar 

to life.  There is nothing like the sound of warbirds in the morning.  If your heart doesn’t start racing at this point, you probably need a 

pacemaker.  Now this segment of the show ends up taking a long time because there are so many warbirds taking to the air and, not 

only that, they seem to stay up and fly forever, unlike at many airshows, where they do a 15 minute performance then land.  I have to 

tell you I got a sore neck and by the end of the show had shot over 600 pictures.  I also got terribly sunburned, being that it was the 

first airshow of the season for me and naturally, I left the sunscreen in the car. 

 
The birds taking flight at this point were the P-38s, P-40s, P-51s, SBD Dive Bomber, F4F Corsairs, F6FHellcats, Bearcat, B25s, B-

17s, and an AD1 Skyraider,  The AD1 brought back a bad memory of a sailor in our air group who was decapitated by the prop of a 

Skyraider while working on the flight deck of the Ranger during night ops.  One little bit of inattention, unfortunately. 

 
The fly-bys were incredible and the planes just kept coming and coming.  Every type of aircraft has its own distinctive sounds but I 

love the sound of the P-38s and the P-51s. Okay, the Corsairs too. 

 
After the Warbird Fly-by, a P-51 flight demonstration team called the Horseman took to the air and put on a dazzling display of airman-

ship, flying perfect formation routines with their Mustangs.  And they get paid for that?  I would do it for a cot in the hangar and one 

meal a day. 

Unlimited Air Racing Demonstration 
 
That was followed by a demonstration of air racing with P-51s, Hawker Sea Fury, Bearcat, and the Yak-3 participating.  Brings back 

memories of Reno which is coming up in September. 

 
Korean Air War 
 
Next on the agenda was the Korean Air War demonstration with the T-6, P-51s, F-86, and the Mig 15 participating.  The T-6 was do-

ing a strike on ground troops where upon the Mig 15 was sent to intercede.  Then the F-86 got on the Migs tail and a great dog fight 

ensued.  You can really see the difference in speed and climb rate between the prop jobs and the Korean War vintage jets.  The little 

Mig was really agile, not to be outdone by the skill of our fight pilots however, since the kill ratio was like 11:1 in our favor during the 

war.  Rumor has it that some of the Migs in Korea were actually piloted by Russian pilots. 

 
F-16 Falcon Demonstration 
 
Okay, so the Air Force has to come in and try and scoop the airshow with a demonstration of the F-16 that is so incredible that it 

makes you want to lie about your age and re-enlist to become a fighter jock.  They can’t discriminate because of age can they?  I di-

gress.  I have a neighbor who flies the F-16 for the California Air Guard in Fresno and the guy always has a smile on his face.  I can 

see why.  That plane is fast, can turn on a dime, and even looks really cool.  What more could you ask for?  Another job I would do for 

free. 
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Final Acts 

 
The YP59A was on display.  One of the first U.S. jets.  Also, the N9M Flying Wing was flown. 

 
Brian Saunders did an aerial smoke demonstration with his famous Hawker Sea Fury.  As I understand, NASA used that same aircraft 

to do research on wake turbulence and Brian demonstrates it well as you can see the horizontal tornadoes rolling off the wing tips 

where the smoke generators are located.  As pilots, we need to be concerned about that and this demonstrates very well the magni-

tude and the duration of these little tornadoes that can flip a small plane upside down during takeoff or landing. 

 
The Air Force demonstrated a C-17.  What an aircraft!  They did a very short field take off with the aircraft, flew it in steep turns that 

were amazing, then came back and landed and stopped within 1200 feet.  Come to think of it, I use to be able to do that in a Mooney, 

so what’s the big deal?  Trust me, it was impressive. 

 
I’ll be back next year, Chino.  Thanks for the great show!        (Chino Photos by Jim Pratt and Tim Sowell) 
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Gathering of the Warbirds - Madera 
Jim Pratt 

 
Joe Conway really did it right this year.  The Gathering of the Warbirds at Madera drew a great crowd and the airshow was well organ-

ized and lots of fun for everyone who attended.      President Doug and volunteers setup a simplified chapter booth after finding out 

that some planned elements were unavailable.   They did manage to make contact with a lot of interested people so hopefully it was 

worth the time and effort.   

 
Tim Sowell and I got there on Friday along with Dave Robinson a former member of the chapter who now lives in San Diego.  We 

were there to take pictures of the practice run before Saturday’s show.  It was windy and cold in the morning and things seem to get 

off to a slow start but several of the acts performed and we got some pictures. The military was there with two A-10 Warthogs and an 

F-18 Super Hornet.  This was great because normally they don’t land at the Madera show, they just do flybys.  The B-25s arrived dur-

ing the day, as did some P-51s and a Learjet.  Two Pitts aerobatic teams performed as did a wing-walking team.   

 
Saturday morning was also a bit windy and cold but it sure beat the 105 degree heat that we have had during prior years.  We had 

breakfast at the Valley Ultralight hangar thanks to an invitation from Diane Tjerrild and they put on a great feed as usual.  Thanks 

guys!  By the time we arrived there were several more warbirds including a P-40, a Hawker Sea Fury, another B-25, a Yak trainer, a  

T-33 and others.   

 
The show went off without a hitch and the was well coordinated with no big delays between acts.  All in all it was a great weekend and 

judging by the size of the crowd, I would say they need to do it again next year.  The pictures included tell the story.    

 
 
�
�
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Photos by:  Tim Sowell and Jim Pratt 
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California Air Shows 2010  

  
06/05-06 Wings Over Gillespie      San Diego, CA 
06/11-13 Golden West Regional      Yuba County Airport CA  
 
7/26-8/01 EAA Airventure 2010      Oshkosh, WI  
    
08/21      Glendale Flight Festival      Glendale, CA      
08/21-22 Wings Over Wine Country   Santa Rosa, CA 
08/27-29 Thunder Over The Valley     Santa Maria CA  
08/28      Lake in the Sky Air Show      Lake Tahoe, CA 
  
09/03-05 Watsonville Airshow       Watsonville, CA    
09/11-12 California Capital Airshow    Sacramento, Mather Airport 
09/15-19 Reno Air Races                     Reno Stead NV          
 
10/01-03 MCAS Miramar Airshow       San Diego CA         
10/02-03 Salinas International             Salinas CA            
10/08-10 San Francisco Fleet Week   San Francisco CA     
 
11/13-14 Nellis AFB airshow                Las Vegas NV           
 

Photos by:  Tim Sowell and Jim Pratt 
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Dear Friend and Neighbors,  
As many of you know, I recently purchased the Halen cak residence located at 4220 W. 
Kelly Ave. Fresno, Ca.  The House and Hangar are lo cated in the Sierra Skypark "Fly-
IN" subdivision in northwest Fresno, Ca.  As a buil der for 39 years, I have person-
ally remodeled and upgraded this house for a "turn key" operation.  Among some of 
the upgrades are: new paint, new light fixtures, ce iling fans, new laminate floors, 
& new carpet throughout. Several new closets and do ors were added.  
Previous owners added new Hunter Douglas  Plantatio n Shutters throughout house, new 
storage shed, new landscaping, brick walkways, rais ed brick  
planters and beautiful 12'x82' (approx.) RV or Boat  side yard storage.   The  
Hangar and 3 Car Gargage are one of the biggest and  nicest in Sierra Skypark, 
(approx. 84'x36'). Hangar is heated, cooled, and co ncrete floors are beautifully 
stained.  

Please click on the attachment to view this beautif ul residence.  Feel free to send 
this e-mail on to any friends or contacts you may t hink would be interested in this 
home.  
  
Regards, Phil Engelskirger  

  
SPECS: 
4220 W. KELLY, FRESNO, CA. 93722  
HOUSE  2,445    SQ FT  
HANGAR  2,817   SQ FT  

3 BEDROOMS 
2 BATHS 
RV OR BOAT SIDE YARD STORAGE APPROX. 82'X12'  
LAUNDRY, CRAFT, OFFICE RM,  13'X19'  
TWO SPLIT SYSTEM AC & HEATING UNITS  

LOT SIZE  18,286 SQ FT  
  
PRICE   $ 550,000.  
  
PLEASE CONTACT: 

  
PHIL ENGELSKIRGER AT:  
CELL  559-269-3280  
E-mail  engel4@comcast.net  
Video available by e-mail. �
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RV-3 Partial Kit $3,999 

PROJECT FOR SALE:  RV-3 Partial Kit for sale:  Incl udes completed empen-
nage.  The fuselage is also partly skinned with pop  rivets.  Includes plans, hard-
ware,, and parts.  Call Marci Johansson, Owner—loca ted Fresno, CA USA.  Tele-
phone 559-658-7267  
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President  
Doug Betts  
(559) 289-8000 
doug@dougbetts.com 
272 S. Blosser Ave. 
Fresno, CA 93706 
 
Vice President  
Ralph Eaves 
439-3877 
reavesQ60@sbcglobal.net 
 
Secretary  
Geneva McJunkin 
(559) 824-9284 
gr7434@att.com 
 
Treasurer  
Walter Rowe 
(559) 297-1641 
wbrowe@sbcglobal.net 
 
Immediate Past President  
Ralph Eaves 
(559) 439-3877 
reavesQ60@sbcglobal.net 
  
Directors  
Jim Pratt 
(559) 435-4742 
flybum@comcast.net 
 
Jean-Marie Bonnar 
jbonnar@comcast.net  

(559)298-4270     

Mark Holmes 
rodgauges@aol.com 
559 708 6371 
  
John Symons 
(559) 675-1468 
Johnandvi@comcast.net 
 
Erik Hermansen 
(559) 432-7926 
Mooneyman1@comcast.net 
 
Tim Sowell  
(559)761-
4317Moonwalker27tim 
@hotmail.com 
 
Newsletter Editors:  
Michelle Pratt 
flybum@comcast.net 
 
Jim Pratt 
flybum@comcast.net 
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  Galen has  two David and Clark headsets (soft tops and gel ear 
pads) and one Flightcom that need to find a new hom e.    

 
Galen Raymond 

559-435-3688 Office 

Next General Meeting  
Tuesday,  May 25, 2010 
Location:  Yosemite Falls Cafe (Ashlan & 99) 
Time:  Dinner 6:00 PM  Meeting 7:30 PM  

Next Board Meeting  

Tuesday, June 1, 2010 7:30 PM 

Wes Nelson’s Home 

Next Barbeque Luncheon  
Sierra Skypark 12:00 
¨ June 12, 2010 
¨ Bring Deserts!!!!!!! 
¨ Need volunteers for setup.   
 
 

Dawn Patrol Fly-Out Planning 
Luncheon  

Every Wednesday at 12:00 pm 
Meet at  Yosemite Falls Café, Black-
stone just north of Shaw, west side.   

Dawn Patrol Flyout  

Every Saturday Morning 0730 (location 
posted on www.eaa.cc each Thurs.) 
Email notification is also sent out 
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  Submit Articles and photos to: 

   flybum@comcast.net 

We need someone to cover the  
Saturday morning Dawn Patrol  
missions.  Send an article with your 
photos.   

    

 Future Young Eagles Rallies: 

         June 12 

Contact: Young Eagles Coordinator 
Bruce McJunkin (559-824-5246) 
BMcjunkin@pacbell.net 


