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There are a lot of clever and determined people in this world but you have
to hand it to this builder. He had a dreamed and made it come true. Can
you imagine having this little honey pull up beside you on your way to Hol-
lister for Dawn Patrol breakfast? My first temptation would be to roll out
and to get into a dogfight with him just to find out if he is a match for the
Cessna 150 (in my dreams). The article to follow was submitted by Doug

- Kings River Runoff Betts from an email that he received regarding the plane.
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www.EAA.cc Tuesday, November 24, 2009

- Submit articles, pho- Location: Yosemite Falls Cafe (Ashlan Ave, Westo f Fwy 99)

tos, etc. to:

Time: 6:00 PM Dinner 7:30 PM Meeting
flybum@comcast.net

Program: Joe Sahakian will talk about A Lifetime o f Flying Experi-
ences. Joe has seen and done it all. This should  be interesting. !



Happy Thanksgiving! | wish for you and your family good health and an en-
joyable season during the Holidays. | am thankful for many things, activities
and relationships this year. Even the events that were not so good, | am

thankful they were not worse. Thankfulness is mostly a choice and a per- ’
spective on life. | encourage you (if needed) to always look on the bright side [*;
of whatever you experience.

This past month has been great for our chapter! Nicholas Wood spoke at our October chapter meet-
ing about his experience of earning his Light Sport Pilot license in a record seven days just before
beginning cancer treatment. We participated in an Aviation Expo at Fresno Fashion Fair. We had
two airplanes inside the mall! The event was hosted by our member Bill Campbell and his company,
“Central Valley Sportplanes, Inc”. | made a plug for our Bill Smilie Aviation Center, Young Eagles,
and McLane High School Aviation club at the AOPA seminar. We flew 30 Young Eagles at our No-
vember 2" Saturday event. We had weekly Dawn Patrol fly-outs and planning lunches. By the time
this newsletter is published we will have co-hosted another CFI Workshop.

Thanks to our newest member John Durant Jr., and Bruce & Geneva McJunkin | was able to fly
more at our last Young Eagles event. John recently moved to Fresno from southern California
where he conducted orientation ground school for countless Young Eagles events for EAA Chapter
#1 at Flabob. John volunteered to teach our Young Eagles orientation ground school so this freed
me up to fly more. This was the first time | flew three rounds of Young Eagles and | had such a
great time with them! Thank You John!

On a personal level, my parents in their mid eighties have decided to move into San Joaquin Gar-
dens. This means they will be giving up the home | grew up in. They have owned that house for 44
years. That hit me harder than | expected. | have felt warmth inside when telling friends that my
parents are still together and live in the house | grew up in. My mother survived cancer treatments
this year and my sister in-law did not. |1 am so thankful to have my parents, brothers and their fami-
lies.

We will have annual elections at our General Meeting on November 24". | hope to see you at our
Christmas Banquet on December 10, 2009. If you have not received your invitation please send me
an e-mail or call me so we can fix that.

All my best to you and your family!

Doug Betts
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P-38 Lightning Replica
Contributed by Doug Betts
Based on an email of unknown origin.

Jim O'Hara is a member of EAA chap-
ter 493 in San Angelo. He is a retired
college professor (I believe in Aeronau-
tical Engineering) who learned to fly
when he was about 60 years old. He's
now 81 years old. 15 years ago, he
began construction of a 2/3 scale P-38.
Using information he obtained from
various sources about the P-38, he
drew up a set of plans using a com-
puter

aided design program. Jim and his
wife Mitzi built the entire aircraft by
themselves. I've been fortunate
enough to know Jim for almost the en-
tire 15

years that he's been working on his
"project.” He first flew his plane in
July of last year, and has just com-
pleted flying off the time (I believe it
was 50 hours). He designed the plane
to have a small jump seat behind the
pilot for his wife. She's tiny, and it's a
good thing; the jump seat

doesn't have much room.

He made his first cross-country with
Mitzi from San Angelo to Fredericks-
burg

Saturday, accompanied by many of his
friends from Chapter 493.

What a fantastic achievement!!
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Jorge Lizarraga’s Pietenpol
By Jim Pratt

Many of you might remember a good friend of Wes Nelson’s, Jorge Lizarraga. Jorge immigrated
from Mexico and started coming to our chapter events a good many years ago, invited by Wes.
When | first met him, he could not speak a lick of English, but he was one of those friendly guys
with a good nature and sense of humor and we learned to get along even though we didn’t have
the slightest idea what the other was saying. Over the years Jorge has made an appearance at
our events every now and then and he has always been welcome. Jorge had a dream of building
an airplane and had a false start or two.
Flash forward to today. He showed up at our last barbeque and it turns out that he is well under-
way to completing a Pietenpol. He also has learned English and has a job as a truck driver. He
lives in Hanford, CA. He sent me some pictures and | thought it would be appropriate to do an arti-
cle about him. The following is a description of the Pietenpol that | plagiarized from Wikipedia as
background information:

Pietenpol - Wikipedia
The Air Camper was designed to be built of spruce and plywood. One of Pietenpol's goal was to

create a plane that was affordable and easy to construct for home builders. Building an Air Camper
requires basic woodworking skills and tools. Builders also need to fabricate some metal fittings to
attach the wooden parts together. Some welding is required. The plans for the Pietenpol Aircamper
were originally published in a four part serial in the "Flying and Glider" Manual of 1932-33.2

The original model was flown using an Ace four cylinder water-cooled engine.2! The Model A Ford
engine later became the standard powerplant used.22! Other engines have also been used includ-
ing tgle Ford Model T, Ford V8, Velie, Kinner, Lycoming, Franklin, Continental and Chevrolet Cor-
vair.

In the 1960s BH Pietenpol began to favor converted engines from the Chevrolet Corvair automo-
biles. The Corvair engine was smoother, stronger and significantly lighter in weight compared to
the Model A. As a result of the lighter weight of the Corvair engines the airframe was lengthened

for weight and balance reasons (pictures continued on next page).
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Christmas Banquet
EAA Chapter 376
Thursday, December 10, 2009 6:15 Cocktails, 7:00 P M Dinner
Grand Occasions

You should have received your invitation by now. P lease order your tickets immediately
so that we can get an accurate head count

Check the Happy Faces, Don’'t Miss the Fun!
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President
I Doug Betts
S I (559) 289-8000
| doug@dougbetts.com
Next General Meeting I 272 S. Blosser Ave.
Tuesday, November 24, 2009 : Fresno, CA 93706
Location: Yosemite Falls Cafe (Ashlan & 99) _ _
. o ] . ] | Vice President
Time: Dinner 6:00 PM Meeting 7:30 PM I—Ralph Eaves
439-3877
| reavesQ60@sbcglobal.net
| Secretary
Next Board Meeting | Geneva McJunkin
(559) 824-9284
Tuesday, December 1, 2009 7:30 PM | gr7434@att.com
Wes Nelson’'s Home I
Dawn Patrol Fly-Out Planning IW
alter Rowe
Luncheon I (550) 297-1641
Every Wednesday at 12:00 pm | worowe @sbcglobal.net
Next Barbeque Luncheon Meet at Yosemite Falls Café, Black- | _ _
Sierra Skypark 12:00 stone just north of Shaw, west side. | :;“’lnf]dl'zate Past President
alph Eaves
January 9, 2010 | (559) 439-3877

Bring Deserts
Need volunteers for setup.

Dawn Patrol Flyout | reavesQ60@shbcglobal.net

Every Saturday Morning 0730 (IocationI Directors
posted on www.eaa.cc each Thurs.) !'Jim Pratt

. e e | (559) 435-4742
Email notification is also sent out , fiybum@comcast.net

Submit Articles and photos to:
| Jean-Marie Bonnar

flybum@comcast.net Future Young Eagles Rallies: ' | ibonnar@comcast.net
We need someone to cover the To be announced | (559)298-4270
Saturday morning Dawn Patrol I Mark Holmes
missions. Send an article with your -] rodgauges@aol.com
photosl I 559 708 6371

I John Symons
| (559) 675-1468
I Johnandvi@comcast.net

I Ralph Eaves
| F — =—439-3877

I Erik Hermansen
Galen has two David and Clark headsets (soft tops  and gel ear I (559) 432-7926
pads) and one Flightcom that need to find a new hom e. I Mooneymanl@comeast.net

Newsletter Editors:
Galen Raymond I Michelle Pratt
559-435-3688 Office 1 Jim Pratt

Iflvbum@comcast.net




